
President’s Note
During my time as President a couple of older members have passed away. While 
it is always sad when members are lost it seems particularly cruel when a young 
climber is lost before achieving all they can in life and the mountains. On behalf 
of the Club I wish to express our sincere condolences to the family and friends of  
Ed Sai Louie, a recent member to our Club. I remember all too well the loss of two 
friends in close succession when I was a young climber. It took some resolve to 
continue in a sport I loved but at the same time I knew it had some level of risk. 
Some times we make mistakes in the mountains and these can cost us dearly. At 
other times the small portion of mountain we are on moves in an unpredictable 
way and we get caught up in this. It seems the latter is what happened for Ed. I have 
been told by some of Ed’s friends that he had a real passion for the mountains and 
I know they will give him a fitting memorial. 

The Club has received a Certificate of Compliance from Selwyn District Council 
which finalises the formalities for Park Morpeth Hut. We hope to complete the 
painting of the hut this summer. Robin Muirson has a list of jobs for all our huts and 
we intend to put a budget on this work and order of priority. This will give us a good 
maintenance programme to work on over the years ahead. If you feel inspired to 
help the club with our hut maintenance please contact Robin who can direct you 
to an appropriate task.  

The Kennedy Lecture was held this month and was an excellent talk by  
Richard Thomson about some amazing new routes in the central Darrans. This really 
is a special part of New Zealand and this was very well demonstrated by Richard 
during his talk. I know my Uncle Harold who completed a number of new routes in 
the Darrens would have been amazed by the advancement in the technical nature 
of the current climbing.  

The CMC will publish our journal the Mountaineer later this year. I encourage you 
all to contribute to the Mountaineer. In the past members have not only contributed 
articles and photos but also poetry and artworks relating to climbing and the 
mountains. The Mountaineer is a great way for the Club to record the interests and 
activities of its members. The changing trends in climbing are very obvious as I read 
my way through the Presidents’ copy of the journals. In the fifties members were 
still carrying rifles into the hills to supplement their diet with venison and kea meat. 
They also celebrated a summit with a whiskey or a smoke. Our members these days 
would not think of shooting a kea and a number do not even drink alcohol. How 
times have changed.  

I wish you all a safe and enjoyable summer climbing season.  

Graeme Jacobs
CMC President

Contacts — cmc.net.nz
President: Graeme Jacobs, ph 355 9992 
 email:gjarch@paradise.net.nz 
Vice President/Lectures & Socials 
Coordinator: Nick Moyle 351-2193 
moylen9@yahoo.com 
Secretary: Sarah Osborne, 03-960-7783 or 
 021 159 9505 
Treasurer: Doug Hitchon, ph 343 0820 
 Membership/website: Greg Ewing,  
ph 358 4346, email: greg.ewing@ist.co.nz;  
Trip Coordinator: Mark Flintoft, ph 328 8887 
 Huts: Robin Muirson, phone  357 4800 or  
027 434 4122 
Hut Access: Bill/Sherelle King, ph 942 9188;  
Owen Rees, ph 323 8988

 

Canterbury Mountaineering Club 
 PO Box 2415, Christchurch  
www.cmc.net.nz

Membership
Membership is open to all. Members receive the 
CMC News which gives details of Club activities 
and other news from the climbing scene, as well 
as the biannual Mountaineer. You can download 
a membership application form from our website 
or join online. Subscriptions are fixed at the CMC 
AGM in May each year. The subscription year runs 
from 1 June to 31 May. 
Current subscription rates are:

• Ordinary member - $55
• Student - $50
• Long Service (35 years+ continuous)  - $25 
• Family - $75
Once you have forwarded your membership 
application to the Club, you will receive an 
acknowledgement letter. Processing can take up to 
four weeks for mailed applications but joining online 
will take about a day or two.

Change of Address
If you change your address please be sure to let 
the Club know. Send your details to PO Box 2415, 
Christchurch.
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CMC Instruction Courses
◗  Alpine Snow Skills: Beginner & 

Intermediate  or Advanced
◗  Avalanche Awareness & Backcountry  

Experience
◗ Ski Touring
◗	Alpine Rock Skills: Beginner & 

Intermediate
◗	 Instruct the Instructors 
For more info contact Gideon Geerling,  
Instruction Coordinator,  
email: gideon@adventurelogistics.co.nz 
or visit our website at www.cmc.net.nz

Proudly supported by

CMC Club nights are normally held on the third Thursday of every month 
in the Clubroom upstairs at the Pioneer Sports Stadium, Lyttelton Street, 
Spreydon. A varied programme of speakers includes club members, overseas 
climbers and exponents of other adventure sports. 

Start time is 7.30pm for socialising prior 8pm lecture

Events Calendar
October
3 Veterans’ Trip: Taylors Mistake, Godley Heads. Contact  

Robin Muirson on 357 4800 or 027 434 4122.

3-4  Club Trip –  Mt Valiant. Jeremy Parker is leading this trip to the East 
Hawdon in Arthurs Pass. He intends to bivvy in the east Hawdon 
River and come out over Blackball Range. This is an ideal trip for less 
experienced climbers or those how have not been into this part of 
Arthurs Pass. Contact Jeremy on 312 8863 or email:  
JParker@wastemanagement.co.nz

15 Club Night – Ben Winnubst: Climbing in the Nelson Lakes area.

24-26 Club Trip – Mt Sealy/Mt Annette. Sarah Osbourne is heading up 
Mueller or Barron Saddle huts to climb some of the peaks above Mt 
Cook Village. Other objectives will be considered. Contact Sarah on 
960-7783 or email her at: kangamoo@gmail.com

November
7 Veterans’ Trip: Sugarloaf, Cass. Contact Robin Muirson on  

357 4800 or 027 434 4122.

19 Club Night – TBC

13-15 Show Weekend Club Trip: Contact Vaughn Snowdon on  
021 0245 6800 or snowdood@gmail.com

21-22 Club Trip – Mt Technical. Daryll Thomson is leading this trip to 
this stunning Lewis Pass peak. Contact Darryl on 384 9683 or email:  
dft@ihug.co.nz

December
3 Central Southern Alps Guide Book Release (joint CMC/NZAC event), 

Canterbury Brewery Function Room, St Asaph Street Christchurch

5 Veterans’ Trip: Mt Oxford optional overnight. Thompson Huts 
return Wharfdale Track. Contact Robin Muirson on 357 4800 or  
027 434 4122.

5-6  Club Trip – Phillistine/Rolleston Traverse. Nick Moyle is leading 
this trip. Contact Nick on 351 2193 or at: moylen9@yahoo.com

12-13  Club Trip – Mt Harper. Steve Marcham is leading this trip to Mt 
Harper via Camp Spur. He will bivvy out on the ridge Sat night, then 
summit and out on Sunday. Contact Steve on 02102411522 or give 
him an email at: stevemarcham@hotmail.com

12 Veterans’ Christmas BBQ at Kennedy Lodge. Contact Robin Muirson 
for further information on 3574800 or 0274344122.

19-20  Club Trip – Mt Speight. Mark Flintoft is leading this trip to do some 
alpine rock climbing. He intends to reach the rock of Speight buttress by 
ascending the ridge between greenlaw and harper creeks. Rock routes 
on the buttress are about grade 8-14. Contact Mark on 328 8887 or 
give him an email at: mark.flintoft@esr.cri.nz

27 – 4 January. Mt Cook Base Camp. Come down for a few days or the 
whole week to enjoy some climbing, rock climbing or just socialising at 
the CMC’s Mt Cook base, Wyn Irwin. Mark Flintoft will be coordinating 
the climbing so just email or ring him with your objectives and likely 
timing (weather dependent of course) and he will match you with 
others with similar goals. A list of attendees and objectives should 
appear on the website soon. Also whole family would be most 
welcome at the hut. Contact Mark on 328 8887 or give him an email at  
mark.flintoft@esr.cri.nz if you want to participate.

January
16-17  Club Trip -Mt Ivess. Guy McKinnon is leading this trip to a high peak 

in the seldom visited Southern Victoria Range. This is a spectacular part  
of the country, with the trip involving a tops camp. Contact Guy on  
355 9527 or at: theorus9@yahoo.com

Trip Coordinator: Mark Flintoft (phone 328 8887 or mark.flintoft@esr.cri.nz)

Next issue: Canterbury Mountaineer
The Canterbury Mountaineer is a biennial publication that celebrates the  
activities of the Canterbury Mountaineering Club. It is due to be published at the 
end of 2009. The Club would like a range of articles that cover what the Club and 
its members have been doing. These could include: poetry, alpine climbing, rock 
climbing, hut building and historical stories. 

Any articles, photos etc can be emailed to moylen9@yahoo.com or posted to:

Nick Moyle 
150 Aorangi Road 
Christchurch 8053

Club Trip
CMC Club Trip – Mt Davie,  
5/6 September 2009
With the trip having been delayed a week due to 
poor weather our nine strong team was down to six. 
We left town around 7am after the sixth failed to 
show up and now we were down to five. We had just 
got over Porters Pass and Eric’s car decided to die. 
Inspection revealed some smoking transmission 
oil and a car which couldn’t go past second gear. 
So sadly Eric decided to turn back and get his car 
fixed while the remaining four piled into the other 
car and headed for Klondyke Corner. 

At the start of the track as we were unpacking 
the boot Mark stood back, scratched his head and 
asked “where’s my boots?” We all knew – Eric’s car. 
Bugger! Somehow Nick had a spare pair of boots 
that actually fitted so we were back on track. The 
long trek up the Waimak to the historic Carrington 
Hut was pleasant enough and we had time to eat 
some lunch in the sun on the deck. After that we 
headed up the snow-filled Taipoiti River to Harman 
Pass, still in running shoes! We set up camp on 
top of the frozen Ariel Tarns at a leisurely 3pm. A 
beautiful spot.

The next morning we headed up Whitehorn 
Snowfield in the dark to make the most of the 
overnight freeze. Travel was quick up the valley and 
a final climb up a steep icy section saw us on top of 
the main ridge just after sunrise. Travelling along 
the ridge over low peak and up to the summit was 
relatively easy as conditions were good, although 
the ice was quite hard in places. Nick motioned for 
me to go ahead and be the first to the summit since 
this was my first real winter climb. “Woohoo!” I 
can see how the feeling is addictive. We admired 
Mt Murchison and other peaks from the top before 
retreating from the wind.

The trip down and out was scenic but uneventful. 
Thirteen hours after we started we staggered into 
the Bealey Hotel for a quick pint before heading 
home, well knackered but happy that we had such 
a fantastic trip. 

Trip Participants: Andrew Blair (scribe), Jeremy Parker, 
Mark Flintoft, Nick Moyle

On the summit

Descending from the summit

Mt Davie in foreground

I wish you all a safe and enjoyable summer climbing season.  I wish you all a safe and enjoyable summer climbing season.  



CMC August Club Night – A Hard 
Slog in Pakistan – Guy McKinnon
The August club night saw a full house at Pioneer, 
with many no doubt drawn by the star power of 
Alpine Cowboy Guy McKinnon. Guy’s talk was 
based around an 2009 expedition he was part of to 
the Karakoram Mountains, in particular the attempt 
to climb Gasherbrum 3 and 4. 

The opening slides showed the location of the peaks 
in the Karakoram and the climbing history of the 
area. Personally I found it amazing that in the 21st 
century only 7 and 9 people have summitted G3 
and G4 respectively. 

The trip began with the expedition members (Guy, 
Bruce Normand, Don Bowie, Billy Peirson and David 
Falt) flying from Islamabad to Skardu and then 
taking a jeep ride up roads with precarious drop-
offs. Upon arriving at the road end there began the 
long slog up the Baltoro Galcier. The glacier walk 
was punctuated by awe inspiring views of the 
Trango Towers, Masherbrum and Mustagh Tower. 

The team were the first party to reach base camp 
for the season. This gave them the first and best 
position. Guy outlined the importance of carefully 
selecting campsites, particularly with the large 
amount of faecal matter liberally doted around 
campsites such as Concordia. 

Having set up base camp, the hard work began. 
The initial stages involved ferrying loads up to 
various caches higher up on the glacier. A 100m 
high vertical step in the glacier meant they headed 
up through a maze of seracs and avalanche prone 
slopes to the cwm. Through all this the weather 
remained unsettled. 

 It was interesting to hear Guy’s take on high altitude 
climbing. He stressed that high altitude climbing is 
a tough discipline. You have to breathe differently, 
walk differently and all the while battling deep 
snow, route problems, altitude sickness and other 
sickness. I came away from the talk wondering 
quite how anyone manages to climb anything at 
high altitudes. 

The initial foray up the glacier got the party into 
position for the summit push on Gasherbrum 
3. However, during the night Bruce Normand 
developed acute AMS. The only option was to bail. 
This was done in an appalling storm, over dodgy 
avalanche slopes. It was amusing to hear Guy 
describe how they arrived back at one of their camps 
to find one tent had had its rood blown off by an 
exploding gas canister!!

Once back at Base Camp and rested, three of the 
climbers returned for another crack at the summit. 
Again they reached the high camp. However, 
sickness again played its hand and the climb was 
off. Guy did convey the feeling of utter despair that 
the summit that they had spent 6 weeks working 
towards had been so close yet so far away. 

The remainder of the trip was to leave the area via 
the infinitely more beautiful Gondogoro Pass rather 
than return down the Baltoro Glacier.

The evening concluded with a number of questions 
before the crowd, in true Alpine Cowboy fashion, 
turned its attention to the cold beers.

Nick Moyle 

Veterans Trips
Mt Alford  
11 July
After a forecast of heavy snow on the first Saturday 
of the month the Veterans’ trip to Mt Alford was 
wisely postponed to the following week. The 
subsequent Saturday turned out a spectacular 
Canterbury winter’s day with heavy frosts, without 
cloud nor winds. The vets have been up Mt Alford 
regularly over the past few years but a new DoC 
track has been recently established which avoids 
the vehicle track past the repeater stations and 
observatory buildings. On arrival the new sign 
and information plaque in the solidly frozen car 
park said the summit was three hours above us. 
Personally I thought two hours would suffice - how 
wrong I was!

At 10 am we headed off, some with ice axes, some 
with poles. An hour had us above the bushline 
after following a very pleasant new track which 
skirted out to the north then climbed to a series of 
high terraces. It was here we slowed a tad as the 
10cm of snow had us plodding, looking for the next 
marker pole. The shady faces were like stepping 
into a freezer – apparently  “global warming” is 
responsible for the coldest May in 50 years and the 
coldest June thirty.

By 1 pm we were above the observatory and slowly 
hauling ourselves up through subalpine scrub 
covered in 60 cm of powder snow. As always it was 
exhausting work as we advanced a few steps uphill 
then broke through to the ground below. A quick 
chat and we set the task of seeing how far we could 
go in the next 30 minutes. We did well but during 
lunch at 1.30pm we realised the top was currently 
an hour away as everything was taking three times 
longer. Since “the better part of valour is discretion” 
we reluctantly headed down, in part because the 
days are so short at this time of year.

Despite not making the top it was a great winters 
day with good company; tiring, dead calm, and 
dramatic in its cold beauty. 

Party: Gordon Habgood, Brian Pattrick, Graeme Gough, 
Malcom Carr, and Donald Reid (scribe)

CMC Huts
The Club owns several huts in Canterbury, which 
provide a good base for mountain activities. These 
are available either free of charge or at reduced 
rates for members. There has been an increase to 
Kennedy Lodge and Wyn Irwin fees. These are 
now: $8 members; $20 non members.

Kennedy Lodge, Arthurs Pass Wyn Irwin, Mt 
Cook Cameron Hut, Banfield Hut, Lyell Hut,Barker 
Hut,  Park Morpeth Hut, Eric Bivvy, St Winifred’s Hut, 
Waimak Falls Hut

A map of our hut locations is now on the website.

Hut Access
Wyn Irwin and Kennedy Lodge currently have 
combination locks fitted. The combinations are 
changed regularly. The current numbers for both 
huts can be obtained from Bill & Sherelle King, phone  
942 9188 or Owen Rees, phone 323 8988. Please 
phone at a reasonable time.

Note:  A hut register is kept by keycode access 
holders to track hut usage. Please pay any hut fees 
promptly. Club members get first priority in all club 
huts; therefore the CMC does not take bookings 
but can let you know the availability for use of 
their huts.

CMC Mountaineer 
Index Revised 1932 -2007

The Canterbury 
Mountaineer Index has 
been revised to include 

journals published in 
recent years. A pdf is 

available from the 
CMC website - go to 
‘Publications’ page.

A limited number of 
hard copies were 

printed for libraries 
and government departments.  

However, if you are desperate to purchase a 
hard copy contact Graeme Jacobs and he may 

organise another print run.  
Cost: $5.00 a copy.

Club Night Reviews
July Club Night – Mal Haskins,  
Himalayan Climbing
It is not often I turn up to Pioneer at 7.20pm 
on a Club night to find a large crowd of people 
already ensconced in the room. It is testament 
to Mal Haskins’ ability, both as a climber and 
speaker, that a large crowd was present to hear a 
thoroughly entertaining talk on different climbs in 
the Himalayas. 

The first climb involved guiding Glenn Singleman 
and Heather Swan to the summit of Mt Meru 
(6604m) in the Indian Himalaya. Glenn and Heather 
were aiming to complete the world’s highest BASE 
jump in a wing suit. Mal and another guide built 
a platform for the launch and then had to spend 
quite a bit of time waiting for the cloud cover to 
part so top quality shots of the base jumpers could 
happen. Eventually the weather gods relented and 
they managed to complete the jump.

The next climb was of Lhotse. Mal gave a fascinating 
description of the buildup to the climb, especially the 
necessity to trek in to make sure the acclimatisation 
process was thoroughly completed. I particularly 
enjoyed Mal’s video footage of his descent from a 
ridge above one of the camps using a speed wing 
parapente. The incredible speed that Mal was 
descending and the pinpoint accuracy of the landing 
was testament to his skill.

The climb of Lhotse was described in excellent detail. 
It was particularly enlightening to hear the stories 
of other impatient climbers rattling the ladders 
straddling crevasses in the Khumbu icefall when 
you are on them trying to cross. Equally disturbing 
was the use of the fixed ropes on the Western Cwm. 
When Mal described the ropes as “essentially the 
same thickness as clothesline wire” and people 
hanging off them, it reminded me of Lydia Bradey’s 
claim in the 2008 Kennedy Lecture that the fixed 
ropes on the south side of Everest are an accident 
waiting to happen. It was also interesting to hear 
that from a guide’s perspective, fixed ropes may 
not stop a fall but did give the client a real sense of 
security that they were not going to fall. 

The last section of the climb to the summit of Lhotse 
was particularly illuminating about Himalayan 
climbing and the desire to succeed. Despite  
putting up fixed ropes for their clients, it was 
amusing to see other people on the mountain 
using them, particularly an American who also 
summitted Lhotse that day. The views from the top 
were incredible and Mal used video footage from 
the summit to convey just how physically hard high 
Himalayan climbing is on both client and guide.

Mal finished his talk by showing a speed descent 
from Treble Cone to the Wanaka-Raspberry Flat 
road using the speed wing. The amazing speeds, 
close proximity to the hillside and camera shots 
from one on the helmet and one on the foot were 
stunning. 

I would like to thank Mal Haskins for making 
the journey north from Wanaka to give such a 
spectacular and entertaining talk.

Nick Moyle   

Club Trip
Te Ao Whekere
Eight Hopefuls gathered early on Saturday 
morning to make the journey north to the mighty  
‘Te ao Whekere’. Sleepy goo still in their eyes they 
safely made it to the mighty… bakery… yes, the 
bakery!! After consuming second breakfasts, 
consisting of cream buns, pies and giant custard 
tarts they were ready to set off.

They were on the track by 10am; the weather was 
slightly overcast and warm. The plan was to attempt 
to get on to the west. To get there they needed to 
drop down and cross a stream to get on to the 
ridge. A bit of bush bashing was required. Mark 
and Lee Hopeful who had attempted the route 
before, announced, ‘let’s go this way, it’s not the 
most efficient route, but let’s go’. The Hopeful’s 
responded ‘……Mmmmmm……, sure’. They 
all followed and sure enough, after a little bit of 
bush bashing, they were on the ridge – the long 
slog began. 

The plan was to set up a high camp on the ridge 
and attempt the summit on the Sunday.  The further 
the Hopefuls could get the easier the Sunday would 
be. The ridge is straightforward and long. The only 
point that was marginally interesting for our rock 
lovers was a tiny scramble before point 1636. The 
non-rock-lovers among us were not so interested!  
We set up camp on a wee saddle at 2000m. Tents 
were set up and the intensive snow melting began, 
we were all pretty parched and needed to make 
sure we had enough water for the trip the next day. 
Poppie Hopeful definitely had the best looking tent 
but was very selfish by not sharing it with any of 
the other Hopefuls.

Someone’s dulcet tones gave the alarm at  
5.15am on the Sunday morning. Laurayne Hopeful 
momentarily contemplated staying in her bed then 
decided she better get her lazy backside moving 
and try and get to the top of a mountain. On the 
move by 6.15am the day began with beautiful 
blue skis and promises of 
sunshine. There was a lot 
less snow than the Hopefuls 
expected.  The ridge from 
the camp to the summit 
was straight forward and 
the eight Hopefuls reached 
the summit at 10am. The 
long slog had paid off.  
Sitting on the top of the 
mighty Te ao Whekere 
surrounded by beautiful 
peaks and coastline they 
w e r e  r e m i n d e d  h o w 
blessed they are to live in 
such a beautiful, glorious, 
country. 

After the soaking up the 
success of being on the top 
the return journey began.  
The return journey didn’t 
take as long as anticipated 
(or as Laurayne Hope-
Fulfilled had anticipated). 
Again the ridge was straight 
forward apart from a wee 
rock fil led couloir that 
required them to travel 
one at a time so as not to 
kill each other with flying 
rock.  

Back at point 1636 the debate commenced 
regarding what spur to descend, the aim being 
not to retrace their steps. They ended up in an 
unattractive, little, steep, scree filled gully, Mark 
Hope-Fulfilled headed down the gully but the rest 
of them didn’t descend that route, too much loose 
rock. They made their way onto the vegetated ledge 
which provided an easy decent to the hut. They 
arrived at the hut at approximately 4.30pm. Mental 
note – must have more faith in leader’s ability to 
find a quick exit and the descent route would be a 
good route for next time (straight across from the 
hut on the left of scree gut).

All in all a lovely trip, made lovely by the people and 
the weather, thanks guys 

Laurayne Robb

Trip Attendees: Mark Flintoft, Lee Burbery, Ursula Jewel, 
Andrew Tromans, Laurayne Robb, Mark O’Connor, Annah 
Gerber and Eric des Garets

Ben More 
8 August
Robin and I drove up to Sheffield to meet Graeme 
and drove over Porters Pass then turned left towards 
Lake Coleridge. We turned off that road into a former 
paddock (it is now a DoC conservation area) to park 
at the foot of the Ben More Range. With none of us 
being familiar with the area we opted to go for the 
ridge that lead directly to the peak labelled on the 
map as Ben More although the map also told us that 
it was not the highest peak by a mere five metres. 
This choice meant we had to descend into a deep 
river cutting, boulder hop the creek, and climb out 
the other side to the foot of the ridge.  

A long grunt up the 45 degree ridge took us to a long 
and nearly level ridge with a few ups and downs and 
snow. We decided to stop there for lunch where we 
could sit among the snow free tussocks. The views in 
all directions were superb with new perspectives on 
the Torlesse Range, Mt Hutt, Lake Coleridge, and up 
the Rakaia including all the Rakaia peaks. We could 
also see an easier route back to the car, crossing the 
creek at a much lower point in the cutting.

Robin opted to spare his knees with a slow descent 
from that point and Graeme and I took to the snow 
along the ridge to the first of the peaks. From there 
we could see that Ben More was two more peaks 
on and we couldn’t make it and get back in daylight, 
so we headed down too. We caught Robin as we 
crossed the creek. So there ended another day in 
the hills, perfect weather, a new area explored. 
We now knew that next time we would return in 
summer, take the other ridge up and do the round 
trip coming down the way we went up.

Party: Robin Muirson, Graeme Gough, and  
Gordon Habgood(scribe).

Climbing News – 
Winter 2009
Unlike the Grizzly bear, Club members have 
spurned hibernation and have been getting out in 
the mountains during the winter months. Here is a 
rundown on the action… 

In late June Mark Smith and Sam Langridge climbed 
Mt Franklin via the Upper Deception route. Jeremy 
Parker had a cold and frosty trip into the Anti 
Crow River for an ascent of Mottram Peaks. Nick 
Moyle gained some good views from the summit 
of Kohurau from the Awakino Skifield and also 
waded through some deep snow on a traverse of 
the Libretto Range in early July. In early August 
Carl Fischer and Rowan Sinton managed a climb 
of the Crow Face in pretty ugly conditions. In early 
August Steve Marcham, Lauraynne Robb and Nigel 
Devery climbed The Spurs. In late August Jeremy 
Parker and Pete Daws climbed Mt Temple via the 
West Face Gullies. 18 members of the SAR team ski 
toured from Fox Peak to Round Hill in August. In 
mid September Carl Fischer and Alex Ross climbed 
the SW ridge on Mt Aspiring.  

September Club Night:  
Kennedy Lecture – Onsight 
Climbing in the Central Darrans, 
Richard Thomson
It was good to see that the CMC continues to 
recognise and promote technical climbing in NZ by 
asking top alpine rock climber Richard Thomson to 
talk about new rock routes recently established in 
the central Darran Mountains.

This was a welcome change after recently being 
bored to sleep by the NZAC’s much promoted 
Stephen Venables lecture tour. Presumably they 
were building on the work of Simon “Chopper” 
Yates whose NZAC lecture a few years ago at the 
Aurora Centre. This held, until now, the crown for 
most soporific lecture delivered by a journeyman 
English climber on a retirement tour. 

Concentrating on the relatively unvisited high 
Granite on Tutoko, Karetai and Te Wera Thomson has 
established several new routes here with activists 
Dave Vass and Richard Turner. His presentation 
began with an “ambient moment” as a strange 
booming and rumbling filled the CGHS Auditorium 
– some in the crowd correctly identified this as the 
sound of booming Kakapo. His analogy gradually 
became obvious – that we should not take what we 
have in our mountains and wild spaces for granted. 
He enlarged further on this theme throughout the 
talk.

As usual some of the old stagers in the audience 
found hearing the speaker challenging and this 
should serve to remind the committee that talks 
such as this absolutely must be amplified for the 
benefit of all our members. In fact this reviewer, 
after organising and attending several events at the 
CGHS Auditorium, thinks it might be time to find a 
better venue… somewhere where the seats don’t 
creak, the carpet isn’t threadbare and you don’t 
need a diploma in audio production to operate the 
lighting, but I digress.

We all enjoyed the atmospheric quality of the 
photos shown by the speaker, which well brought to 
life the unique atmosphere of the Darrans. Richard 
has a quiet demeanour however, and sometimes 
more ego and energy are really necessary to convey 
the story of hard climbing, but he’s not the first 
NZ climber to be almost over reticent about his 
achievements. The younger members hopefully 
were encouraged to get out onto the acres of 
unclimbed alpine rock in this country. What I take 
most from the talk is that Richard has reminded us 
of the modern day adventures we can still have in 
our own mountains – so let’s get out there.

Thanks to the Committee and Richard Thomson 
for their efforts.

Guy McKinnon

Brasenose, Akaroa  
5 September
After one defection due to a cold our party of four 
set off from Princess Margaret carpark for Akaroa 
on beautiful frosty clear morning – on the planned 
date for once. Actually it was not Akaroa town but 
the carpark in Hugh Wilson’s Hinewai Reserve in 
the hills above that was our destination. 

From there we followed tracks, including part of 
the Peninsula Walk until we were below Flag Peak 
where the track ended. We continued scrub bashing 
until we were behind Brasenose, but between us 
and the peak was a pine plantation which was 
untrimmed and impenetrable. So we resolved to 
go back to the track and climb Flag Peak where we 
had lunch and enjoyed the perfect weather and 
splendid views of Akaroa town and harbour, the 
outer bays of the Peninsula and the snow covered 
Southern Alps. 

From our vantage point we saw that there could be 
a possible route to the top of Brasenose by following 
around the bottom of the pine plantation and 
climbing up on the other side at the Akaroa Heads 
end, but that will be for another trip.

After lunch we followed the track back to the start 
of a new track to Stony Bay Peak. The new track was 
so new that Hugh Wilson and some of his friends 
were there to officially open the track. They invited 
us to join in their photographs of the occasion. Then 
we climbed up the track which they had cut through 
dense, above head height, gorse to the top of Stony  
Bay Peak, grateful for their efforts. The views were 
again magnificent. We then followed the old track 
from the peak which lead us almost back to the 
carpark where we had time for afternoon tea by 
the pond there before the drive home. 

Party: Nowell Syme, Robin Muirson, Rod Helm and 
Gordon Habgood 

Edward Sai Louie
Edward Sai Louie, a competent Mountaineer 
and skier will be sorely missed by the CMC. His 
death on Mt Rolleston came as a great shock to 
all of us. We will miss Ed’s unbeatable fitness, 
extreme missions and enthusiasm for the hills.

Vaughn Snowdon



CMC August Club Night – A Hard 
Slog in Pakistan – Guy McKinnon
The August club night saw a full house at Pioneer, 
with many no doubt drawn by the star power of 
Alpine Cowboy Guy McKinnon. Guy’s talk was 
based around an 2009 expedition he was part of to 
the Karakoram Mountains, in particular the attempt 
to climb Gasherbrum 3 and 4. 

The opening slides showed the location of the peaks 
in the Karakoram and the climbing history of the 
area. Personally I found it amazing that in the 21st 
century only 7 and 9 people have summitted G3 
and G4 respectively. 

The trip began with the expedition members (Guy, 
Bruce Normand, Don Bowie, Billy Peirson and David 
Falt) flying from Islamabad to Skardu and then 
taking a jeep ride up roads with precarious drop-
offs. Upon arriving at the road end there began the 
long slog up the Baltoro Galcier. The glacier walk 
was punctuated by awe inspiring views of the 
Trango Towers, Masherbrum and Mustagh Tower. 

The team were the first party to reach base camp 
for the season. This gave them the first and best 
position. Guy outlined the importance of carefully 
selecting campsites, particularly with the large 
amount of faecal matter liberally doted around 
campsites such as Concordia. 

Having set up base camp, the hard work began. 
The initial stages involved ferrying loads up to 
various caches higher up on the glacier. A 100m 
high vertical step in the glacier meant they headed 
up through a maze of seracs and avalanche prone 
slopes to the cwm. Through all this the weather 
remained unsettled. 

 It was interesting to hear Guy’s take on high altitude 
climbing. He stressed that high altitude climbing is 
a tough discipline. You have to breathe differently, 
walk differently and all the while battling deep 
snow, route problems, altitude sickness and other 
sickness. I came away from the talk wondering 
quite how anyone manages to climb anything at 
high altitudes. 

The initial foray up the glacier got the party into 
position for the summit push on Gasherbrum 
3. However, during the night Bruce Normand 
developed acute AMS. The only option was to bail. 
This was done in an appalling storm, over dodgy 
avalanche slopes. It was amusing to hear Guy 
describe how they arrived back at one of their camps 
to find one tent had had its rood blown off by an 
exploding gas canister!!

Once back at Base Camp and rested, three of the 
climbers returned for another crack at the summit. 
Again they reached the high camp. However, 
sickness again played its hand and the climb was 
off. Guy did convey the feeling of utter despair that 
the summit that they had spent 6 weeks working 
towards had been so close yet so far away. 

The remainder of the trip was to leave the area via 
the infinitely more beautiful Gondogoro Pass rather 
than return down the Baltoro Glacier.

The evening concluded with a number of questions 
before the crowd, in true Alpine Cowboy fashion, 
turned its attention to the cold beers.

Nick Moyle 

Veterans Trips
Mt Alford  
11 July
After a forecast of heavy snow on the first Saturday 
of the month the Veterans’ trip to Mt Alford was 
wisely postponed to the following week. The 
subsequent Saturday turned out a spectacular 
Canterbury winter’s day with heavy frosts, without 
cloud nor winds. The vets have been up Mt Alford 
regularly over the past few years but a new DoC 
track has been recently established which avoids 
the vehicle track past the repeater stations and 
observatory buildings. On arrival the new sign 
and information plaque in the solidly frozen car 
park said the summit was three hours above us. 
Personally I thought two hours would suffice - how 
wrong I was!

At 10 am we headed off, some with ice axes, some 
with poles. An hour had us above the bushline 
after following a very pleasant new track which 
skirted out to the north then climbed to a series of 
high terraces. It was here we slowed a tad as the 
10cm of snow had us plodding, looking for the next 
marker pole. The shady faces were like stepping 
into a freezer – apparently  “global warming” is 
responsible for the coldest May in 50 years and the 
coldest June thirty.

By 1 pm we were above the observatory and slowly 
hauling ourselves up through subalpine scrub 
covered in 60 cm of powder snow. As always it was 
exhausting work as we advanced a few steps uphill 
then broke through to the ground below. A quick 
chat and we set the task of seeing how far we could 
go in the next 30 minutes. We did well but during 
lunch at 1.30pm we realised the top was currently 
an hour away as everything was taking three times 
longer. Since “the better part of valour is discretion” 
we reluctantly headed down, in part because the 
days are so short at this time of year.

Despite not making the top it was a great winters 
day with good company; tiring, dead calm, and 
dramatic in its cold beauty. 

Party: Gordon Habgood, Brian Pattrick, Graeme Gough, 
Malcom Carr, and Donald Reid (scribe)

CMC Huts
The Club owns several huts in Canterbury, which 
provide a good base for mountain activities. These 
are available either free of charge or at reduced 
rates for members. There has been an increase to 
Kennedy Lodge and Wyn Irwin fees. These are 
now: $8 members; $20 non members.

Kennedy Lodge, Arthurs Pass Wyn Irwin, Mt 
Cook Cameron Hut, Banfield Hut, Lyell Hut,Barker 
Hut,  Park Morpeth Hut, Eric Bivvy, St Winifred’s Hut, 
Waimak Falls Hut

A map of our hut locations is now on the website.

Hut Access
Wyn Irwin and Kennedy Lodge currently have 
combination locks fitted. The combinations are 
changed regularly. The current numbers for both 
huts can be obtained from Bill & Sherelle King, phone  
942 9188 or Owen Rees, phone 323 8988. Please 
phone at a reasonable time.

Note:  A hut register is kept by keycode access 
holders to track hut usage. Please pay any hut fees 
promptly. Club members get first priority in all club 
huts; therefore the CMC does not take bookings 
but can let you know the availability for use of 
their huts.

CMC Mountaineer 
Index Revised 1932 -2007

The Canterbury 
Mountaineer Index has 
been revised to include 

journals published in 
recent years. A pdf is 

available from the 
CMC website - go to 
‘Publications’ page.

A limited number of 
hard copies were 

printed for libraries 
and government departments.  

However, if you are desperate to purchase a 
hard copy contact Graeme Jacobs and he may 

organise another print run.  
Cost: $5.00 a copy.

Club Night Reviews
July Club Night – Mal Haskins,  
Himalayan Climbing
It is not often I turn up to Pioneer at 7.20pm 
on a Club night to find a large crowd of people 
already ensconced in the room. It is testament 
to Mal Haskins’ ability, both as a climber and 
speaker, that a large crowd was present to hear a 
thoroughly entertaining talk on different climbs in 
the Himalayas. 

The first climb involved guiding Glenn Singleman 
and Heather Swan to the summit of Mt Meru 
(6604m) in the Indian Himalaya. Glenn and Heather 
were aiming to complete the world’s highest BASE 
jump in a wing suit. Mal and another guide built 
a platform for the launch and then had to spend 
quite a bit of time waiting for the cloud cover to 
part so top quality shots of the base jumpers could 
happen. Eventually the weather gods relented and 
they managed to complete the jump.

The next climb was of Lhotse. Mal gave a fascinating 
description of the buildup to the climb, especially the 
necessity to trek in to make sure the acclimatisation 
process was thoroughly completed. I particularly 
enjoyed Mal’s video footage of his descent from a 
ridge above one of the camps using a speed wing 
parapente. The incredible speed that Mal was 
descending and the pinpoint accuracy of the landing 
was testament to his skill.

The climb of Lhotse was described in excellent detail. 
It was particularly enlightening to hear the stories 
of other impatient climbers rattling the ladders 
straddling crevasses in the Khumbu icefall when 
you are on them trying to cross. Equally disturbing 
was the use of the fixed ropes on the Western Cwm. 
When Mal described the ropes as “essentially the 
same thickness as clothesline wire” and people 
hanging off them, it reminded me of Lydia Bradey’s 
claim in the 2008 Kennedy Lecture that the fixed 
ropes on the south side of Everest are an accident 
waiting to happen. It was also interesting to hear 
that from a guide’s perspective, fixed ropes may 
not stop a fall but did give the client a real sense of 
security that they were not going to fall. 

The last section of the climb to the summit of Lhotse 
was particularly illuminating about Himalayan 
climbing and the desire to succeed. Despite  
putting up fixed ropes for their clients, it was 
amusing to see other people on the mountain 
using them, particularly an American who also 
summitted Lhotse that day. The views from the top 
were incredible and Mal used video footage from 
the summit to convey just how physically hard high 
Himalayan climbing is on both client and guide.

Mal finished his talk by showing a speed descent 
from Treble Cone to the Wanaka-Raspberry Flat 
road using the speed wing. The amazing speeds, 
close proximity to the hillside and camera shots 
from one on the helmet and one on the foot were 
stunning. 

I would like to thank Mal Haskins for making 
the journey north from Wanaka to give such a 
spectacular and entertaining talk.

Nick Moyle   

Club Trip
Te Ao Whekere
Eight Hopefuls gathered early on Saturday 
morning to make the journey north to the mighty  
‘Te ao Whekere’. Sleepy goo still in their eyes they 
safely made it to the mighty… bakery… yes, the 
bakery!! After consuming second breakfasts, 
consisting of cream buns, pies and giant custard 
tarts they were ready to set off.

They were on the track by 10am; the weather was 
slightly overcast and warm. The plan was to attempt 
to get on to the west. To get there they needed to 
drop down and cross a stream to get on to the 
ridge. A bit of bush bashing was required. Mark 
and Lee Hopeful who had attempted the route 
before, announced, ‘let’s go this way, it’s not the 
most efficient route, but let’s go’. The Hopeful’s 
responded ‘……Mmmmmm……, sure’. They 
all followed and sure enough, after a little bit of 
bush bashing, they were on the ridge – the long 
slog began. 

The plan was to set up a high camp on the ridge 
and attempt the summit on the Sunday.  The further 
the Hopefuls could get the easier the Sunday would 
be. The ridge is straightforward and long. The only 
point that was marginally interesting for our rock 
lovers was a tiny scramble before point 1636. The 
non-rock-lovers among us were not so interested!  
We set up camp on a wee saddle at 2000m. Tents 
were set up and the intensive snow melting began, 
we were all pretty parched and needed to make 
sure we had enough water for the trip the next day. 
Poppie Hopeful definitely had the best looking tent 
but was very selfish by not sharing it with any of 
the other Hopefuls.

Someone’s dulcet tones gave the alarm at  
5.15am on the Sunday morning. Laurayne Hopeful 
momentarily contemplated staying in her bed then 
decided she better get her lazy backside moving 
and try and get to the top of a mountain. On the 
move by 6.15am the day began with beautiful 
blue skis and promises of 
sunshine. There was a lot 
less snow than the Hopefuls 
expected.  The ridge from 
the camp to the summit 
was straight forward and 
the eight Hopefuls reached 
the summit at 10am. The 
long slog had paid off.  
Sitting on the top of the 
mighty Te ao Whekere 
surrounded by beautiful 
peaks and coastline they 
w e r e  r e m i n d e d  h o w 
blessed they are to live in 
such a beautiful, glorious, 
country. 

After the soaking up the 
success of being on the top 
the return journey began.  
The return journey didn’t 
take as long as anticipated 
(or as Laurayne Hope-
Fulfilled had anticipated). 
Again the ridge was straight 
forward apart from a wee 
rock fil led couloir that 
required them to travel 
one at a time so as not to 
kill each other with flying 
rock.  

Back at point 1636 the debate commenced 
regarding what spur to descend, the aim being 
not to retrace their steps. They ended up in an 
unattractive, little, steep, scree filled gully, Mark 
Hope-Fulfilled headed down the gully but the rest 
of them didn’t descend that route, too much loose 
rock. They made their way onto the vegetated ledge 
which provided an easy decent to the hut. They 
arrived at the hut at approximately 4.30pm. Mental 
note – must have more faith in leader’s ability to 
find a quick exit and the descent route would be a 
good route for next time (straight across from the 
hut on the left of scree gut).

All in all a lovely trip, made lovely by the people and 
the weather, thanks guys 

Laurayne Robb

Trip Attendees: Mark Flintoft, Lee Burbery, Ursula Jewel, 
Andrew Tromans, Laurayne Robb, Mark O’Connor, Annah 
Gerber and Eric des Garets

Ben More 
8 August
Robin and I drove up to Sheffield to meet Graeme 
and drove over Porters Pass then turned left towards 
Lake Coleridge. We turned off that road into a former 
paddock (it is now a DoC conservation area) to park 
at the foot of the Ben More Range. With none of us 
being familiar with the area we opted to go for the 
ridge that lead directly to the peak labelled on the 
map as Ben More although the map also told us that 
it was not the highest peak by a mere five metres. 
This choice meant we had to descend into a deep 
river cutting, boulder hop the creek, and climb out 
the other side to the foot of the ridge.  

A long grunt up the 45 degree ridge took us to a long 
and nearly level ridge with a few ups and downs and 
snow. We decided to stop there for lunch where we 
could sit among the snow free tussocks. The views in 
all directions were superb with new perspectives on 
the Torlesse Range, Mt Hutt, Lake Coleridge, and up 
the Rakaia including all the Rakaia peaks. We could 
also see an easier route back to the car, crossing the 
creek at a much lower point in the cutting.

Robin opted to spare his knees with a slow descent 
from that point and Graeme and I took to the snow 
along the ridge to the first of the peaks. From there 
we could see that Ben More was two more peaks 
on and we couldn’t make it and get back in daylight, 
so we headed down too. We caught Robin as we 
crossed the creek. So there ended another day in 
the hills, perfect weather, a new area explored. 
We now knew that next time we would return in 
summer, take the other ridge up and do the round 
trip coming down the way we went up.

Party: Robin Muirson, Graeme Gough, and  
Gordon Habgood(scribe).

Climbing News – 
Winter 2009
Unlike the Grizzly bear, Club members have 
spurned hibernation and have been getting out in 
the mountains during the winter months. Here is a 
rundown on the action… 

In late June Mark Smith and Sam Langridge climbed 
Mt Franklin via the Upper Deception route. Jeremy 
Parker had a cold and frosty trip into the Anti 
Crow River for an ascent of Mottram Peaks. Nick 
Moyle gained some good views from the summit 
of Kohurau from the Awakino Skifield and also 
waded through some deep snow on a traverse of 
the Libretto Range in early July. In early August 
Carl Fischer and Rowan Sinton managed a climb 
of the Crow Face in pretty ugly conditions. In early 
August Steve Marcham, Lauraynne Robb and Nigel 
Devery climbed The Spurs. In late August Jeremy 
Parker and Pete Daws climbed Mt Temple via the 
West Face Gullies. 18 members of the SAR team ski 
toured from Fox Peak to Round Hill in August. In 
mid September Carl Fischer and Alex Ross climbed 
the SW ridge on Mt Aspiring.  

September Club Night:  
Kennedy Lecture – Onsight 
Climbing in the Central Darrans, 
Richard Thomson
It was good to see that the CMC continues to 
recognise and promote technical climbing in NZ by 
asking top alpine rock climber Richard Thomson to 
talk about new rock routes recently established in 
the central Darran Mountains.

This was a welcome change after recently being 
bored to sleep by the NZAC’s much promoted 
Stephen Venables lecture tour. Presumably they 
were building on the work of Simon “Chopper” 
Yates whose NZAC lecture a few years ago at the 
Aurora Centre. This held, until now, the crown for 
most soporific lecture delivered by a journeyman 
English climber on a retirement tour. 

Concentrating on the relatively unvisited high 
Granite on Tutoko, Karetai and Te Wera Thomson has 
established several new routes here with activists 
Dave Vass and Richard Turner. His presentation 
began with an “ambient moment” as a strange 
booming and rumbling filled the CGHS Auditorium 
– some in the crowd correctly identified this as the 
sound of booming Kakapo. His analogy gradually 
became obvious – that we should not take what we 
have in our mountains and wild spaces for granted. 
He enlarged further on this theme throughout the 
talk.

As usual some of the old stagers in the audience 
found hearing the speaker challenging and this 
should serve to remind the committee that talks 
such as this absolutely must be amplified for the 
benefit of all our members. In fact this reviewer, 
after organising and attending several events at the 
CGHS Auditorium, thinks it might be time to find a 
better venue… somewhere where the seats don’t 
creak, the carpet isn’t threadbare and you don’t 
need a diploma in audio production to operate the 
lighting, but I digress.

We all enjoyed the atmospheric quality of the 
photos shown by the speaker, which well brought to 
life the unique atmosphere of the Darrans. Richard 
has a quiet demeanour however, and sometimes 
more ego and energy are really necessary to convey 
the story of hard climbing, but he’s not the first 
NZ climber to be almost over reticent about his 
achievements. The younger members hopefully 
were encouraged to get out onto the acres of 
unclimbed alpine rock in this country. What I take 
most from the talk is that Richard has reminded us 
of the modern day adventures we can still have in 
our own mountains – so let’s get out there.

Thanks to the Committee and Richard Thomson 
for their efforts.

Guy McKinnon

Brasenose, Akaroa  
5 September
After one defection due to a cold our party of four 
set off from Princess Margaret carpark for Akaroa 
on beautiful frosty clear morning – on the planned 
date for once. Actually it was not Akaroa town but 
the carpark in Hugh Wilson’s Hinewai Reserve in 
the hills above that was our destination. 

From there we followed tracks, including part of 
the Peninsula Walk until we were below Flag Peak 
where the track ended. We continued scrub bashing 
until we were behind Brasenose, but between us 
and the peak was a pine plantation which was 
untrimmed and impenetrable. So we resolved to 
go back to the track and climb Flag Peak where we 
had lunch and enjoyed the perfect weather and 
splendid views of Akaroa town and harbour, the 
outer bays of the Peninsula and the snow covered 
Southern Alps. 

From our vantage point we saw that there could be 
a possible route to the top of Brasenose by following 
around the bottom of the pine plantation and 
climbing up on the other side at the Akaroa Heads 
end, but that will be for another trip.

After lunch we followed the track back to the start 
of a new track to Stony Bay Peak. The new track was 
so new that Hugh Wilson and some of his friends 
were there to officially open the track. They invited 
us to join in their photographs of the occasion. Then 
we climbed up the track which they had cut through 
dense, above head height, gorse to the top of Stony  
Bay Peak, grateful for their efforts. The views were 
again magnificent. We then followed the old track 
from the peak which lead us almost back to the 
carpark where we had time for afternoon tea by 
the pond there before the drive home. 

Party: Nowell Syme, Robin Muirson, Rod Helm and 
Gordon Habgood 

Edward Sai Louie
Edward Sai Louie, a competent Mountaineer 
and skier will be sorely missed by the CMC. His 
death on Mt Rolleston came as a great shock to 
all of us. We will miss Ed’s unbeatable fitness, 
extreme missions and enthusiasm for the hills.

Vaughn Snowdon



President’s Note
During my time as President a couple of older members have passed away. While 
it is always sad when members are lost it seems particularly cruel when a young 
climber is lost before achieving all they can in life and the mountains. On behalf 
of the Club I wish to express our sincere condolences to the family and friends of  
Ed Sai Louie, a recent member to our Club. I remember all too well the loss of two 
friends in close succession when I was a young climber. It took some resolve to 
continue in a sport I loved but at the same time I knew it had some level of risk. 
Some times we make mistakes in the mountains and these can cost us dearly. At 
other times the small portion of mountain we are on moves in an unpredictable 
way and we get caught up in this. It seems the latter is what happened for Ed. I have 
been told by some of Ed’s friends that he had a real passion for the mountains and 
I know they will give him a fitting memorial. 

The Club has received a Certificate of Compliance from Selwyn District Council 
which finalises the formalities for Park Morpeth Hut. We hope to complete the 
painting of the hut this summer. Robin Muirson has a list of jobs for all our huts and 
we intend to put a budget on this work and order of priority. This will give us a good 
maintenance programme to work on over the years ahead. If you feel inspired to 
help the club with our hut maintenance please contact Robin who can direct you 
to an appropriate task.  

The Kennedy Lecture was held this month and was an excellent talk by  
Richard Thomson about some amazing new routes in the central Darrans. This really 
is a special part of New Zealand and this was very well demonstrated by Richard 
during his talk. I know my Uncle Harold who completed a number of new routes in 
the Darrens would have been amazed by the advancement in the technical nature 
of the current climbing.  

The CMC will publish our journal the Mountaineer later this year. I encourage you 
all to contribute to the Mountaineer. In the past members have not only contributed 
articles and photos but also poetry and artworks relating to climbing and the 
mountains. The Mountaineer is a great way for the Club to record the interests and 
activities of its members. The changing trends in climbing are very obvious as I read 
my way through the Presidents’ copy of the journals. In the fifties members were 
still carrying rifles into the hills to supplement their diet with venison and kea meat. 
They also celebrated a summit with a whiskey or a smoke. Our members these days 
would not think of shooting a kea and a number do not even drink alcohol. How 
times have changed.  

I wish you all a safe and enjoyable summer climbing season.  

Graeme Jacobs
CMC President

Contacts — cmc.net.nz
President: Graeme Jacobs, ph 355 9992 
 email:gjarch@paradise.net.nz 
Vice President/Lectures & Socials 
Coordinator: Nick Moyle 351-2193 
moylen9@yahoo.com 
Secretary: Sarah Osborne, 03-960-7783 or 
 021 159 9505 
Treasurer: Doug Hitchon, ph 343 0820 
 Membership/website: Greg Ewing,  
ph 358 4346, email: greg.ewing@ist.co.nz;  
Trip Coordinator: Mark Flintoft, ph 328 8887 
 Huts: Robin Muirson, phone  357 4800 or  
027 434 4122 
Hut Access: Bill/Sherelle King, ph 942 9188;  
Owen Rees, ph 323 8988

 

Canterbury Mountaineering Club 
 PO Box 2415, Christchurch  
www.cmc.net.nz

Membership
Membership is open to all. Members receive the 
CMC News which gives details of Club activities 
and other news from the climbing scene, as well 
as the biannual Mountaineer. You can download 
a membership application form from our website 
or join online. Subscriptions are fixed at the CMC 
AGM in May each year. The subscription year runs 
from 1 June to 31 May. 
Current subscription rates are:

• Ordinary member - $55
• Student - $50
• Long Service (35 years+ continuous)  - $25 
• Family - $75
Once you have forwarded your membership 
application to the Club, you will receive an 
acknowledgement letter. Processing can take up to 
four weeks for mailed applications but joining online 
will take about a day or two.

Change of Address
If you change your address please be sure to let 
the Club know. Send your details to PO Box 2415, 
Christchurch.
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CMC Instruction Courses
◗  Alpine Snow Skills: Beginner & 

Intermediate  or Advanced
◗  Avalanche Awareness & Backcountry  

Experience
◗ Ski Touring
◗	Alpine Rock Skills: Beginner & 

Intermediate
◗	 Instruct the Instructors 
For more info contact Gideon Geerling,  
Instruction Coordinator,  
email: gideon@adventurelogistics.co.nz 
or visit our website at www.cmc.net.nz

Proudly supported by

CMC Club nights are normally held on the third Thursday of every month 
in the Clubroom upstairs at the Pioneer Sports Stadium, Lyttelton Street, 
Spreydon. A varied programme of speakers includes club members, overseas 
climbers and exponents of other adventure sports. 

Start time is 7.30pm for socialising prior 8pm lecture

Events Calendar
October
3 Veterans’ Trip: Taylors Mistake, Godley Heads. Contact  

Robin Muirson on 357 4800 or 027 434 4122.

3-4  Club Trip –  Mt Valiant. Jeremy Parker is leading this trip to the East 
Hawdon in Arthurs Pass. He intends to bivvy in the east Hawdon 
River and come out over Blackball Range. This is an ideal trip for less 
experienced climbers or those how have not been into this part of 
Arthurs Pass. Contact Jeremy on 312 8863 or email:  
JParker@wastemanagement.co.nz

15 Club Night – Ben Winnubst: Climbing in the Nelson Lakes area.

24-26 Club Trip – Mt Sealy/Mt Annette. Sarah Osbourne is heading up 
Mueller or Barron Saddle huts to climb some of the peaks above Mt 
Cook Village. Other objectives will be considered. Contact Sarah on 
960-7783 or email her at: kangamoo@gmail.com

November
7 Veterans’ Trip: Sugarloaf, Cass. Contact Robin Muirson on  

357 4800 or 027 434 4122.

19 Club Night – TBC

13-15 Show Weekend Club Trip: Contact Vaughn Snowdon on  
021 0245 6800 or snowdood@gmail.com

21-22 Club Trip – Mt Technical. Daryll Thomson is leading this trip to 
this stunning Lewis Pass peak. Contact Darryl on 384 9683 or email:  
dft@ihug.co.nz

December
3 Central Southern Alps Guide Book Release (joint CMC/NZAC event), 

Canterbury Brewery Function Room, St Asaph Street Christchurch

5 Veterans’ Trip: Mt Oxford optional overnight. Thompson Huts 
return Wharfdale Track. Contact Robin Muirson on 357 4800 or  
027 434 4122.

5-6  Club Trip – Phillistine/Rolleston Traverse. Nick Moyle is leading 
this trip. Contact Nick on 351 2193 or at: moylen9@yahoo.com

12-13  Club Trip – Mt Harper. Steve Marcham is leading this trip to Mt 
Harper via Camp Spur. He will bivvy out on the ridge Sat night, then 
summit and out on Sunday. Contact Steve on 02102411522 or give 
him an email at: stevemarcham@hotmail.com

12 Veterans’ Christmas BBQ at Kennedy Lodge. Contact Robin Muirson 
for further information on 3574800 or 0274344122.

19-20  Club Trip – Mt Speight. Mark Flintoft is leading this trip to do some 
alpine rock climbing. He intends to reach the rock of Speight buttress by 
ascending the ridge between greenlaw and harper creeks. Rock routes 
on the buttress are about grade 8-14. Contact Mark on 328 8887 or 
give him an email at: mark.flintoft@esr.cri.nz

27 – 4 January. Mt Cook Base Camp. Come down for a few days or the 
whole week to enjoy some climbing, rock climbing or just socialising at 
the CMC’s Mt Cook base, Wyn Irwin. Mark Flintoft will be coordinating 
the climbing so just email or ring him with your objectives and likely 
timing (weather dependent of course) and he will match you with 
others with similar goals. A list of attendees and objectives should 
appear on the website soon. Also whole family would be most 
welcome at the hut. Contact Mark on 328 8887 or give him an email at  
mark.flintoft@esr.cri.nz if you want to participate.

January
16-17  Club Trip -Mt Ivess. Guy McKinnon is leading this trip to a high peak 

in the seldom visited Southern Victoria Range. This is a spectacular part  
of the country, with the trip involving a tops camp. Contact Guy on  
355 9527 or at: theorus9@yahoo.com

Trip Coordinator: Mark Flintoft (phone 328 8887 or mark.flintoft@esr.cri.nz)

Next issue: Canterbury Mountaineer
The Canterbury Mountaineer is a biennial publication that celebrates the  
activities of the Canterbury Mountaineering Club. It is due to be published at the 
end of 2009. The Club would like a range of articles that cover what the Club and 
its members have been doing. These could include: poetry, alpine climbing, rock 
climbing, hut building and historical stories. 

Any articles, photos etc can be emailed to moylen9@yahoo.com or posted to:

Nick Moyle 
150 Aorangi Road 
Christchurch 8053

Club Trip
CMC Club Trip – Mt Davie,  
5/6 September 2009
With the trip having been delayed a week due to 
poor weather our nine strong team was down to six. 
We left town around 7am after the sixth failed to 
show up and now we were down to five. We had just 
got over Porters Pass and Eric’s car decided to die. 
Inspection revealed some smoking transmission 
oil and a car which couldn’t go past second gear. 
So sadly Eric decided to turn back and get his car 
fixed while the remaining four piled into the other 
car and headed for Klondyke Corner. 

At the start of the track as we were unpacking 
the boot Mark stood back, scratched his head and 
asked “where’s my boots?” We all knew – Eric’s car. 
Bugger! Somehow Nick had a spare pair of boots 
that actually fitted so we were back on track. The 
long trek up the Waimak to the historic Carrington 
Hut was pleasant enough and we had time to eat 
some lunch in the sun on the deck. After that we 
headed up the snow-filled Taipoiti River to Harman 
Pass, still in running shoes! We set up camp on 
top of the frozen Ariel Tarns at a leisurely 3pm. A 
beautiful spot.

The next morning we headed up Whitehorn 
Snowfield in the dark to make the most of the 
overnight freeze. Travel was quick up the valley and 
a final climb up a steep icy section saw us on top of 
the main ridge just after sunrise. Travelling along 
the ridge over low peak and up to the summit was 
relatively easy as conditions were good, although 
the ice was quite hard in places. Nick motioned for 
me to go ahead and be the first to the summit since 
this was my first real winter climb. “Woohoo!” I 
can see how the feeling is addictive. We admired 
Mt Murchison and other peaks from the top before 
retreating from the wind.

The trip down and out was scenic but uneventful. 
Thirteen hours after we started we staggered into 
the Bealey Hotel for a quick pint before heading 
home, well knackered but happy that we had such 
a fantastic trip. 

Trip Participants: Andrew Blair (scribe), Jeremy Parker, 
Mark Flintoft, Nick Moyle

On the summit

Descending from the summit

Mt Davie in foreground



CMC August Club Night – A Hard 
Slog in Pakistan – Guy McKinnon
The August club night saw a full house at Pioneer, 
with many no doubt drawn by the star power of 
Alpine Cowboy Guy McKinnon. Guy’s talk was 
based around an 2009 expedition he was part of to 
the Karakoram Mountains, in particular the attempt 
to climb Gasherbrum 3 and 4. 

The opening slides showed the location of the peaks 
in the Karakoram and the climbing history of the 
area. Personally I found it amazing that in the 21st 
century only 7 and 9 people have summitted G3 
and G4 respectively. 

The trip began with the expedition members (Guy, 
Bruce Normand, Don Bowie, Billy Peirson and David 
Falt) flying from Islamabad to Skardu and then 
taking a jeep ride up roads with precarious drop-
offs. Upon arriving at the road end there began the 
long slog up the Baltoro Galcier. The glacier walk 
was punctuated by awe inspiring views of the 
Trango Towers, Masherbrum and Mustagh Tower. 

The team were the first party to reach base camp 
for the season. This gave them the first and best 
position. Guy outlined the importance of carefully 
selecting campsites, particularly with the large 
amount of faecal matter liberally doted around 
campsites such as Concordia. 

Having set up base camp, the hard work began. 
The initial stages involved ferrying loads up to 
various caches higher up on the glacier. A 100m 
high vertical step in the glacier meant they headed 
up through a maze of seracs and avalanche prone 
slopes to the cwm. Through all this the weather 
remained unsettled. 

 It was interesting to hear Guy’s take on high altitude 
climbing. He stressed that high altitude climbing is 
a tough discipline. You have to breathe differently, 
walk differently and all the while battling deep 
snow, route problems, altitude sickness and other 
sickness. I came away from the talk wondering 
quite how anyone manages to climb anything at 
high altitudes. 

The initial foray up the glacier got the party into 
position for the summit push on Gasherbrum 
3. However, during the night Bruce Normand 
developed acute AMS. The only option was to bail. 
This was done in an appalling storm, over dodgy 
avalanche slopes. It was amusing to hear Guy 
describe how they arrived back at one of their camps 
to find one tent had had its rood blown off by an 
exploding gas canister!!

Once back at Base Camp and rested, three of the 
climbers returned for another crack at the summit. 
Again they reached the high camp. However, 
sickness again played its hand and the climb was 
off. Guy did convey the feeling of utter despair that 
the summit that they had spent 6 weeks working 
towards had been so close yet so far away. 

The remainder of the trip was to leave the area via 
the infinitely more beautiful Gondogoro Pass rather 
than return down the Baltoro Glacier.

The evening concluded with a number of questions 
before the crowd, in true Alpine Cowboy fashion, 
turned its attention to the cold beers.

Nick Moyle 

Veterans Trips
Mt Alford  
11 July
After a forecast of heavy snow on the first Saturday 
of the month the Veterans’ trip to Mt Alford was 
wisely postponed to the following week. The 
subsequent Saturday turned out a spectacular 
Canterbury winter’s day with heavy frosts, without 
cloud nor winds. The vets have been up Mt Alford 
regularly over the past few years but a new DoC 
track has been recently established which avoids 
the vehicle track past the repeater stations and 
observatory buildings. On arrival the new sign 
and information plaque in the solidly frozen car 
park said the summit was three hours above us. 
Personally I thought two hours would suffice - how 
wrong I was!

At 10 am we headed off, some with ice axes, some 
with poles. An hour had us above the bushline 
after following a very pleasant new track which 
skirted out to the north then climbed to a series of 
high terraces. It was here we slowed a tad as the 
10cm of snow had us plodding, looking for the next 
marker pole. The shady faces were like stepping 
into a freezer – apparently  “global warming” is 
responsible for the coldest May in 50 years and the 
coldest June thirty.

By 1 pm we were above the observatory and slowly 
hauling ourselves up through subalpine scrub 
covered in 60 cm of powder snow. As always it was 
exhausting work as we advanced a few steps uphill 
then broke through to the ground below. A quick 
chat and we set the task of seeing how far we could 
go in the next 30 minutes. We did well but during 
lunch at 1.30pm we realised the top was currently 
an hour away as everything was taking three times 
longer. Since “the better part of valour is discretion” 
we reluctantly headed down, in part because the 
days are so short at this time of year.

Despite not making the top it was a great winters 
day with good company; tiring, dead calm, and 
dramatic in its cold beauty. 

Party: Gordon Habgood, Brian Pattrick, Graeme Gough, 
Malcom Carr, and Donald Reid (scribe)

CMC Huts
The Club owns several huts in Canterbury, which 
provide a good base for mountain activities. These 
are available either free of charge or at reduced 
rates for members. There has been an increase to 
Kennedy Lodge and Wyn Irwin fees. These are 
now: $8 members; $20 non members.

Kennedy Lodge, Arthurs Pass Wyn Irwin, Mt 
Cook Cameron Hut, Banfield Hut, Lyell Hut,Barker 
Hut,  Park Morpeth Hut, Eric Bivvy, St Winifred’s Hut, 
Waimak Falls Hut

A map of our hut locations is now on the website.

Hut Access
Wyn Irwin and Kennedy Lodge currently have 
combination locks fitted. The combinations are 
changed regularly. The current numbers for both 
huts can be obtained from Bill & Sherelle King, phone  
942 9188 or Owen Rees, phone 323 8988. Please 
phone at a reasonable time.

Note:  A hut register is kept by keycode access 
holders to track hut usage. Please pay any hut fees 
promptly. Club members get first priority in all club 
huts; therefore the CMC does not take bookings 
but can let you know the availability for use of 
their huts.

CMC Mountaineer 
Index Revised 1932 -2007

The Canterbury 
Mountaineer Index has 
been revised to include 

journals published in 
recent years. A pdf is 

available from the 
CMC website - go to 
‘Publications’ page.

A limited number of 
hard copies were 

printed for libraries 
and government departments.  

However, if you are desperate to purchase a 
hard copy contact Graeme Jacobs and he may 

organise another print run.  
Cost: $5.00 a copy.

Club Night Reviews
July Club Night – Mal Haskins,  
Himalayan Climbing
It is not often I turn up to Pioneer at 7.20pm 
on a Club night to find a large crowd of people 
already ensconced in the room. It is testament 
to Mal Haskins’ ability, both as a climber and 
speaker, that a large crowd was present to hear a 
thoroughly entertaining talk on different climbs in 
the Himalayas. 

The first climb involved guiding Glenn Singleman 
and Heather Swan to the summit of Mt Meru 
(6604m) in the Indian Himalaya. Glenn and Heather 
were aiming to complete the world’s highest BASE 
jump in a wing suit. Mal and another guide built 
a platform for the launch and then had to spend 
quite a bit of time waiting for the cloud cover to 
part so top quality shots of the base jumpers could 
happen. Eventually the weather gods relented and 
they managed to complete the jump.

The next climb was of Lhotse. Mal gave a fascinating 
description of the buildup to the climb, especially the 
necessity to trek in to make sure the acclimatisation 
process was thoroughly completed. I particularly 
enjoyed Mal’s video footage of his descent from a 
ridge above one of the camps using a speed wing 
parapente. The incredible speed that Mal was 
descending and the pinpoint accuracy of the landing 
was testament to his skill.

The climb of Lhotse was described in excellent detail. 
It was particularly enlightening to hear the stories 
of other impatient climbers rattling the ladders 
straddling crevasses in the Khumbu icefall when 
you are on them trying to cross. Equally disturbing 
was the use of the fixed ropes on the Western Cwm. 
When Mal described the ropes as “essentially the 
same thickness as clothesline wire” and people 
hanging off them, it reminded me of Lydia Bradey’s 
claim in the 2008 Kennedy Lecture that the fixed 
ropes on the south side of Everest are an accident 
waiting to happen. It was also interesting to hear 
that from a guide’s perspective, fixed ropes may 
not stop a fall but did give the client a real sense of 
security that they were not going to fall. 

The last section of the climb to the summit of Lhotse 
was particularly illuminating about Himalayan 
climbing and the desire to succeed. Despite  
putting up fixed ropes for their clients, it was 
amusing to see other people on the mountain 
using them, particularly an American who also 
summitted Lhotse that day. The views from the top 
were incredible and Mal used video footage from 
the summit to convey just how physically hard high 
Himalayan climbing is on both client and guide.

Mal finished his talk by showing a speed descent 
from Treble Cone to the Wanaka-Raspberry Flat 
road using the speed wing. The amazing speeds, 
close proximity to the hillside and camera shots 
from one on the helmet and one on the foot were 
stunning. 

I would like to thank Mal Haskins for making 
the journey north from Wanaka to give such a 
spectacular and entertaining talk.

Nick Moyle   

Club Trip
Te Ao Whekere
Eight Hopefuls gathered early on Saturday 
morning to make the journey north to the mighty  
‘Te ao Whekere’. Sleepy goo still in their eyes they 
safely made it to the mighty… bakery… yes, the 
bakery!! After consuming second breakfasts, 
consisting of cream buns, pies and giant custard 
tarts they were ready to set off.

They were on the track by 10am; the weather was 
slightly overcast and warm. The plan was to attempt 
to get on to the west. To get there they needed to 
drop down and cross a stream to get on to the 
ridge. A bit of bush bashing was required. Mark 
and Lee Hopeful who had attempted the route 
before, announced, ‘let’s go this way, it’s not the 
most efficient route, but let’s go’. The Hopeful’s 
responded ‘……Mmmmmm……, sure’. They 
all followed and sure enough, after a little bit of 
bush bashing, they were on the ridge – the long 
slog began. 

The plan was to set up a high camp on the ridge 
and attempt the summit on the Sunday.  The further 
the Hopefuls could get the easier the Sunday would 
be. The ridge is straightforward and long. The only 
point that was marginally interesting for our rock 
lovers was a tiny scramble before point 1636. The 
non-rock-lovers among us were not so interested!  
We set up camp on a wee saddle at 2000m. Tents 
were set up and the intensive snow melting began, 
we were all pretty parched and needed to make 
sure we had enough water for the trip the next day. 
Poppie Hopeful definitely had the best looking tent 
but was very selfish by not sharing it with any of 
the other Hopefuls.

Someone’s dulcet tones gave the alarm at  
5.15am on the Sunday morning. Laurayne Hopeful 
momentarily contemplated staying in her bed then 
decided she better get her lazy backside moving 
and try and get to the top of a mountain. On the 
move by 6.15am the day began with beautiful 
blue skis and promises of 
sunshine. There was a lot 
less snow than the Hopefuls 
expected.  The ridge from 
the camp to the summit 
was straight forward and 
the eight Hopefuls reached 
the summit at 10am. The 
long slog had paid off.  
Sitting on the top of the 
mighty Te ao Whekere 
surrounded by beautiful 
peaks and coastline they 
w e r e  r e m i n d e d  h o w 
blessed they are to live in 
such a beautiful, glorious, 
country. 

After the soaking up the 
success of being on the top 
the return journey began.  
The return journey didn’t 
take as long as anticipated 
(or as Laurayne Hope-
Fulfilled had anticipated). 
Again the ridge was straight 
forward apart from a wee 
rock fil led couloir that 
required them to travel 
one at a time so as not to 
kill each other with flying 
rock.  

Back at point 1636 the debate commenced 
regarding what spur to descend, the aim being 
not to retrace their steps. They ended up in an 
unattractive, little, steep, scree filled gully, Mark 
Hope-Fulfilled headed down the gully but the rest 
of them didn’t descend that route, too much loose 
rock. They made their way onto the vegetated ledge 
which provided an easy decent to the hut. They 
arrived at the hut at approximately 4.30pm. Mental 
note – must have more faith in leader’s ability to 
find a quick exit and the descent route would be a 
good route for next time (straight across from the 
hut on the left of scree gut).

All in all a lovely trip, made lovely by the people and 
the weather, thanks guys 

Laurayne Robb

Trip Attendees: Mark Flintoft, Lee Burbery, Ursula Jewel, 
Andrew Tromans, Laurayne Robb, Mark O’Connor, Annah 
Gerber and Eric des Garets

Ben More 
8 August
Robin and I drove up to Sheffield to meet Graeme 
and drove over Porters Pass then turned left towards 
Lake Coleridge. We turned off that road into a former 
paddock (it is now a DoC conservation area) to park 
at the foot of the Ben More Range. With none of us 
being familiar with the area we opted to go for the 
ridge that lead directly to the peak labelled on the 
map as Ben More although the map also told us that 
it was not the highest peak by a mere five metres. 
This choice meant we had to descend into a deep 
river cutting, boulder hop the creek, and climb out 
the other side to the foot of the ridge.  

A long grunt up the 45 degree ridge took us to a long 
and nearly level ridge with a few ups and downs and 
snow. We decided to stop there for lunch where we 
could sit among the snow free tussocks. The views in 
all directions were superb with new perspectives on 
the Torlesse Range, Mt Hutt, Lake Coleridge, and up 
the Rakaia including all the Rakaia peaks. We could 
also see an easier route back to the car, crossing the 
creek at a much lower point in the cutting.

Robin opted to spare his knees with a slow descent 
from that point and Graeme and I took to the snow 
along the ridge to the first of the peaks. From there 
we could see that Ben More was two more peaks 
on and we couldn’t make it and get back in daylight, 
so we headed down too. We caught Robin as we 
crossed the creek. So there ended another day in 
the hills, perfect weather, a new area explored. 
We now knew that next time we would return in 
summer, take the other ridge up and do the round 
trip coming down the way we went up.

Party: Robin Muirson, Graeme Gough, and  
Gordon Habgood(scribe).

Climbing News – 
Winter 2009
Unlike the Grizzly bear, Club members have 
spurned hibernation and have been getting out in 
the mountains during the winter months. Here is a 
rundown on the action… 

In late June Mark Smith and Sam Langridge climbed 
Mt Franklin via the Upper Deception route. Jeremy 
Parker had a cold and frosty trip into the Anti 
Crow River for an ascent of Mottram Peaks. Nick 
Moyle gained some good views from the summit 
of Kohurau from the Awakino Skifield and also 
waded through some deep snow on a traverse of 
the Libretto Range in early July. In early August 
Carl Fischer and Rowan Sinton managed a climb 
of the Crow Face in pretty ugly conditions. In early 
August Steve Marcham, Lauraynne Robb and Nigel 
Devery climbed The Spurs. In late August Jeremy 
Parker and Pete Daws climbed Mt Temple via the 
West Face Gullies. 18 members of the SAR team ski 
toured from Fox Peak to Round Hill in August. In 
mid September Carl Fischer and Alex Ross climbed 
the SW ridge on Mt Aspiring.  

September Club Night:  
Kennedy Lecture – Onsight 
Climbing in the Central Darrans, 
Richard Thomson
It was good to see that the CMC continues to 
recognise and promote technical climbing in NZ by 
asking top alpine rock climber Richard Thomson to 
talk about new rock routes recently established in 
the central Darran Mountains.

This was a welcome change after recently being 
bored to sleep by the NZAC’s much promoted 
Stephen Venables lecture tour. Presumably they 
were building on the work of Simon “Chopper” 
Yates whose NZAC lecture a few years ago at the 
Aurora Centre. This held, until now, the crown for 
most soporific lecture delivered by a journeyman 
English climber on a retirement tour. 

Concentrating on the relatively unvisited high 
Granite on Tutoko, Karetai and Te Wera Thomson has 
established several new routes here with activists 
Dave Vass and Richard Turner. His presentation 
began with an “ambient moment” as a strange 
booming and rumbling filled the CGHS Auditorium 
– some in the crowd correctly identified this as the 
sound of booming Kakapo. His analogy gradually 
became obvious – that we should not take what we 
have in our mountains and wild spaces for granted. 
He enlarged further on this theme throughout the 
talk.

As usual some of the old stagers in the audience 
found hearing the speaker challenging and this 
should serve to remind the committee that talks 
such as this absolutely must be amplified for the 
benefit of all our members. In fact this reviewer, 
after organising and attending several events at the 
CGHS Auditorium, thinks it might be time to find a 
better venue… somewhere where the seats don’t 
creak, the carpet isn’t threadbare and you don’t 
need a diploma in audio production to operate the 
lighting, but I digress.

We all enjoyed the atmospheric quality of the 
photos shown by the speaker, which well brought to 
life the unique atmosphere of the Darrans. Richard 
has a quiet demeanour however, and sometimes 
more ego and energy are really necessary to convey 
the story of hard climbing, but he’s not the first 
NZ climber to be almost over reticent about his 
achievements. The younger members hopefully 
were encouraged to get out onto the acres of 
unclimbed alpine rock in this country. What I take 
most from the talk is that Richard has reminded us 
of the modern day adventures we can still have in 
our own mountains – so let’s get out there.

Thanks to the Committee and Richard Thomson 
for their efforts.

Guy McKinnon

Brasenose, Akaroa  
5 September
After one defection due to a cold our party of four 
set off from Princess Margaret carpark for Akaroa 
on beautiful frosty clear morning – on the planned 
date for once. Actually it was not Akaroa town but 
the carpark in Hugh Wilson’s Hinewai Reserve in 
the hills above that was our destination. 

From there we followed tracks, including part of 
the Peninsula Walk until we were below Flag Peak 
where the track ended. We continued scrub bashing 
until we were behind Brasenose, but between us 
and the peak was a pine plantation which was 
untrimmed and impenetrable. So we resolved to 
go back to the track and climb Flag Peak where we 
had lunch and enjoyed the perfect weather and 
splendid views of Akaroa town and harbour, the 
outer bays of the Peninsula and the snow covered 
Southern Alps. 

From our vantage point we saw that there could be 
a possible route to the top of Brasenose by following 
around the bottom of the pine plantation and 
climbing up on the other side at the Akaroa Heads 
end, but that will be for another trip.

After lunch we followed the track back to the start 
of a new track to Stony Bay Peak. The new track was 
so new that Hugh Wilson and some of his friends 
were there to officially open the track. They invited 
us to join in their photographs of the occasion. Then 
we climbed up the track which they had cut through 
dense, above head height, gorse to the top of Stony  
Bay Peak, grateful for their efforts. The views were 
again magnificent. We then followed the old track 
from the peak which lead us almost back to the 
carpark where we had time for afternoon tea by 
the pond there before the drive home. 

Party: Nowell Syme, Robin Muirson, Rod Helm and 
Gordon Habgood 

Edward Sai Louie
Edward Sai Louie, a competent Mountaineer 
and skier will be sorely missed by the CMC. His 
death on Mt Rolleston came as a great shock to 
all of us. We will miss Ed’s unbeatable fitness, 
extreme missions and enthusiasm for the hills.

Vaughn Snowdon



President’s Note
During my time as President a couple of older members have passed away. While 
it is always sad when members are lost it seems particularly cruel when a young 
climber is lost before achieving all they can in life and the mountains. On behalf 
of the Club I wish to express our sincere condolences to the family and friends of  
Ed Sai Louie, a recent member to our Club. I remember all too well the loss of two 
friends in close succession when I was a young climber. It took some resolve to 
continue in a sport I loved but at the same time I knew it had some level of risk. 
Some times we make mistakes in the mountains and these can cost us dearly. At 
other times the small portion of mountain we are on moves in an unpredictable 
way and we get caught up in this. It seems the latter is what happened for Ed. I have 
been told by some of Ed’s friends that he had a real passion for the mountains and 
I know they will give him a fitting memorial. 

The Club has received a Certificate of Compliance from Selwyn District Council 
which finalises the formalities for Park Morpeth Hut. We hope to complete the 
painting of the hut this summer. Robin Muirson has a list of jobs for all our huts and 
we intend to put a budget on this work and order of priority. This will give us a good 
maintenance programme to work on over the years ahead. If you feel inspired to 
help the club with our hut maintenance please contact Robin who can direct you 
to an appropriate task.  

The Kennedy Lecture was held this month and was an excellent talk by  
Richard Thomson about some amazing new routes in the central Darrans. This really 
is a special part of New Zealand and this was very well demonstrated by Richard 
during his talk. I know my Uncle Harold who completed a number of new routes in 
the Darrens would have been amazed by the advancement in the technical nature 
of the current climbing.  

The CMC will publish our journal the Mountaineer later this year. I encourage you 
all to contribute to the Mountaineer. In the past members have not only contributed 
articles and photos but also poetry and artworks relating to climbing and the 
mountains. The Mountaineer is a great way for the Club to record the interests and 
activities of its members. The changing trends in climbing are very obvious as I read 
my way through the Presidents’ copy of the journals. In the fifties members were 
still carrying rifles into the hills to supplement their diet with venison and kea meat. 
They also celebrated a summit with a whiskey or a smoke. Our members these days 
would not think of shooting a kea and a number do not even drink alcohol. How 
times have changed.  

I wish you all a safe and enjoyable summer climbing season.  

Graeme Jacobs
CMC President

Contacts — cmc.net.nz
President: Graeme Jacobs, ph 355 9992 
 email:gjarch@paradise.net.nz 
Vice President/Lectures & Socials 
Coordinator: Nick Moyle 351-2193 
moylen9@yahoo.com 
Secretary: Sarah Osborne, 03-960-7783 or 
 021 159 9505 
Treasurer: Doug Hitchon, ph 343 0820 
 Membership/website: Greg Ewing,  
ph 358 4346, email: greg.ewing@ist.co.nz;  
Trip Coordinator: Mark Flintoft, ph 328 8887 
 Huts: Robin Muirson, phone  357 4800 or  
027 434 4122 
Hut Access: Bill/Sherelle King, ph 942 9188;  
Owen Rees, ph 323 8988

 

Canterbury Mountaineering Club 
 PO Box 2415, Christchurch  
www.cmc.net.nz

Membership
Membership is open to all. Members receive the 
CMC News which gives details of Club activities 
and other news from the climbing scene, as well 
as the biannual Mountaineer. You can download 
a membership application form from our website 
or join online. Subscriptions are fixed at the CMC 
AGM in May each year. The subscription year runs 
from 1 June to 31 May. 
Current subscription rates are:

• Ordinary member - $55
• Student - $50
• Long Service (35 years+ continuous)  - $25 
• Family - $75
Once you have forwarded your membership 
application to the Club, you will receive an 
acknowledgement letter. Processing can take up to 
four weeks for mailed applications but joining online 
will take about a day or two.

Change of Address
If you change your address please be sure to let 
the Club know. Send your details to PO Box 2415, 
Christchurch.
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CMC Instruction Courses
◗  Alpine Snow Skills: Beginner & 

Intermediate  or Advanced
◗  Avalanche Awareness & Backcountry  

Experience
◗ Ski Touring
◗	Alpine Rock Skills: Beginner & 

Intermediate
◗	 Instruct the Instructors 
For more info contact Gideon Geerling,  
Instruction Coordinator,  
email: gideon@adventurelogistics.co.nz 
or visit our website at www.cmc.net.nz

Proudly supported by

CMC Club nights are normally held on the third Thursday of every month 
in the Clubroom upstairs at the Pioneer Sports Stadium, Lyttelton Street, 
Spreydon. A varied programme of speakers includes club members, overseas 
climbers and exponents of other adventure sports. 

Start time is 7.30pm for socialising prior 8pm lecture

Events Calendar
October
3 Veterans’ Trip: Taylors Mistake, Godley Heads. Contact  

Robin Muirson on 357 4800 or 027 434 4122.

3-4  Club Trip –  Mt Valiant. Jeremy Parker is leading this trip to the East 
Hawdon in Arthurs Pass. He intends to bivvy in the east Hawdon 
River and come out over Blackball Range. This is an ideal trip for less 
experienced climbers or those how have not been into this part of 
Arthurs Pass. Contact Jeremy on 312 8863 or email:  
JParker@wastemanagement.co.nz

15 Club Night – Ben Winnubst: Climbing in the Nelson Lakes area.

24-26 Club Trip – Mt Sealy/Mt Annette. Sarah Osbourne is heading up 
Mueller or Barron Saddle huts to climb some of the peaks above Mt 
Cook Village. Other objectives will be considered. Contact Sarah on 
960-7783 or email her at: kangamoo@gmail.com

November
7 Veterans’ Trip: Sugarloaf, Cass. Contact Robin Muirson on  

357 4800 or 027 434 4122.

19 Club Night – TBC

13-15 Show Weekend Club Trip: Contact Vaughn Snowdon on  
021 0245 6800 or snowdood@gmail.com

21-22 Club Trip – Mt Technical. Daryll Thomson is leading this trip to 
this stunning Lewis Pass peak. Contact Darryl on 384 9683 or email:  
dft@ihug.co.nz

December
3 Central Southern Alps Guide Book Release (joint CMC/NZAC event), 

Canterbury Brewery Function Room, St Asaph Street Christchurch

5 Veterans’ Trip: Mt Oxford optional overnight. Thompson Huts 
return Wharfdale Track. Contact Robin Muirson on 357 4800 or  
027 434 4122.

5-6  Club Trip – Phillistine/Rolleston Traverse. Nick Moyle is leading 
this trip. Contact Nick on 351 2193 or at: moylen9@yahoo.com

12-13  Club Trip – Mt Harper. Steve Marcham is leading this trip to Mt 
Harper via Camp Spur. He will bivvy out on the ridge Sat night, then 
summit and out on Sunday. Contact Steve on 02102411522 or give 
him an email at: stevemarcham@hotmail.com

12 Veterans’ Christmas BBQ at Kennedy Lodge. Contact Robin Muirson 
for further information on 3574800 or 0274344122.

19-20  Club Trip – Mt Speight. Mark Flintoft is leading this trip to do some 
alpine rock climbing. He intends to reach the rock of Speight buttress by 
ascending the ridge between greenlaw and harper creeks. Rock routes 
on the buttress are about grade 8-14. Contact Mark on 328 8887 or 
give him an email at: mark.flintoft@esr.cri.nz

27 – 4 January. Mt Cook Base Camp. Come down for a few days or the 
whole week to enjoy some climbing, rock climbing or just socialising at 
the CMC’s Mt Cook base, Wyn Irwin. Mark Flintoft will be coordinating 
the climbing so just email or ring him with your objectives and likely 
timing (weather dependent of course) and he will match you with 
others with similar goals. A list of attendees and objectives should 
appear on the website soon. Also whole family would be most 
welcome at the hut. Contact Mark on 328 8887 or give him an email at  
mark.flintoft@esr.cri.nz if you want to participate.

January
16-17  Club Trip -Mt Ivess. Guy McKinnon is leading this trip to a high peak 

in the seldom visited Southern Victoria Range. This is a spectacular part  
of the country, with the trip involving a tops camp. Contact Guy on  
355 9527 or at: theorus9@yahoo.com

Trip Coordinator: Mark Flintoft (phone 328 8887 or mark.flintoft@esr.cri.nz)

Next issue: Canterbury Mountaineer
The Canterbury Mountaineer is a biennial publication that celebrates the  
activities of the Canterbury Mountaineering Club. It is due to be published at the 
end of 2009. The Club would like a range of articles that cover what the Club and 
its members have been doing. These could include: poetry, alpine climbing, rock 
climbing, hut building and historical stories. 

Any articles, photos etc can be emailed to moylen9@yahoo.com or posted to:

Nick Moyle 
150 Aorangi Road 
Christchurch 8053

Club Trip
CMC Club Trip – Mt Davie,  
5/6 September 2009
With the trip having been delayed a week due to 
poor weather our nine strong team was down to six. 
We left town around 7am after the sixth failed to 
show up and now we were down to five. We had just 
got over Porters Pass and Eric’s car decided to die. 
Inspection revealed some smoking transmission 
oil and a car which couldn’t go past second gear. 
So sadly Eric decided to turn back and get his car 
fixed while the remaining four piled into the other 
car and headed for Klondyke Corner. 

At the start of the track as we were unpacking 
the boot Mark stood back, scratched his head and 
asked “where’s my boots?” We all knew – Eric’s car. 
Bugger! Somehow Nick had a spare pair of boots 
that actually fitted so we were back on track. The 
long trek up the Waimak to the historic Carrington 
Hut was pleasant enough and we had time to eat 
some lunch in the sun on the deck. After that we 
headed up the snow-filled Taipoiti River to Harman 
Pass, still in running shoes! We set up camp on 
top of the frozen Ariel Tarns at a leisurely 3pm. A 
beautiful spot.

The next morning we headed up Whitehorn 
Snowfield in the dark to make the most of the 
overnight freeze. Travel was quick up the valley and 
a final climb up a steep icy section saw us on top of 
the main ridge just after sunrise. Travelling along 
the ridge over low peak and up to the summit was 
relatively easy as conditions were good, although 
the ice was quite hard in places. Nick motioned for 
me to go ahead and be the first to the summit since 
this was my first real winter climb. “Woohoo!” I 
can see how the feeling is addictive. We admired 
Mt Murchison and other peaks from the top before 
retreating from the wind.

The trip down and out was scenic but uneventful. 
Thirteen hours after we started we staggered into 
the Bealey Hotel for a quick pint before heading 
home, well knackered but happy that we had such 
a fantastic trip. 

Trip Participants: Andrew Blair (scribe), Jeremy Parker, 
Mark Flintoft, Nick Moyle

On the summit

Descending from the summit

Mt Davie in foreground




