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President’s Note
The Club’s Annual General Meeting is next month and this will mark the end of 
my term as President.  I have enjoyed being President and achieved some, but 
not all, of what I wanted to get done.  Despite the difficult economic times my 
business has been very busy and being President has added to my workload 
so a number of my goals are yet to be achieved.  This situation is not limited to 
me with a number of the committee having considerable work commitments.  
I really appreciate the effort all the committee put into the running of the Club.  We 
need to find a new treasurer as Jeremy Parker is unable to continue in the position and 
would appreciate a volunteer prior to the AGM.

During Club nights a number of new members have asked about the Library and have 
wanted to borrow books, particularly those on climbing techniques.  I had hoped to 
reopen the Club Library however, we have not had anyone step forward to be Librarian.  
One of the Committee has expressed an interest in taking up the position this year so 
hopefully this goal will eventually be achieved.

The Club also has a number of trophies in the cupboards at Pioneer, some of which are 
for the Club photography competition.  This was another club tradition I had hoped 
to reinstate.  Nick Moyle has arranged such a great socials and lectures programme 
there has been little space for a photography competition.  However, I will keep the 
photography competition on the agenda.  It may be that we use the website to run the 
competition as part of the gallery section of the website.  

The Committee is always looking at ways to attract new members but have recognised 
we need something to attract them too.  We have worked hard to achieve an excellent 
lectures, trips and instruction programme.  The website continues to be developed and 
we aim to have a lot more lecture reviews and trip reports published on the web.  Greg 
Ewing is working on an electronic copy of the News.  We also hope to return to the 
News as an A5 booklet in colour with advertising contributing to the small extra cost.  
This I know will be welcomed by older members who lament the change in News to its 
current format.  The Club is active and now it looks active on the web, in the News and 
at Club nights.  We can now look at marketing ourselves to young people who are the 
future of our Club.  We would like to have someone on the committee to coordinate 
with high school outdoor education and tramping clubs to achieve this goal.  If you are 
interested please put yourself forward for the AGM.      

The thoughts of the Club are with the family and friends of Ed Sai Louie whose body 
has been recovered following his accident on Mt Rolleston last year.  

It is also with sadness that I advise my uncle Harold Jacobs past away in March. Harold 
was a club member and prominent climber in the Darrans.  He completed many first 
accents and climbs in record time such as Tutoko in a day and a traverse of the Darrans 
in a day following an ascent of Underwood.   Harold was climbing with Ed Cotter during 
the 1964 Andes Expedition when he fell and broke his leg on the east ridge of Alpamayo.  
The account of the fall and the many other articles he wrote for the Mountaineer make 
great reading.  Harold’s former climbing partners and Fiordland National Park staff 
spoke fondly of him at the funeral.  His climbing exploits provided inspiration to his 
brothers Warren and Terry (my father) and his nephews who also became climbers.  We 
gave him an ice axe guard of honour as his coffin left the funeral.   

I wish to thank the Club for giving me the honour and opportunity to be President.  The 
Club is in good shape and will, no doubt, continue to move forward under Nick Moyle’s 
Presidency.  I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the AGM. 

Graeme Jacobs  
CMC President

CMC Club nights are normally held on the third Thursday of every month in 
the Clubroom upstairs at the Pioneer Sports Stadium, Lyttelton Street, Spreydon. 
A varied programme of speakers includes club members, overseas climbers 
and exponents of other adventure sports. The start time has changed to 
7.30pm to allow a half hour to socialise among members before 
the lecture begins promptly at 8pm.

Events Calendar
May
1	 Veterans’ Trip: Little Mt Peel. Contact Gordon Habgood on  

325 6233 or Robin Muirson on 357 4800 or 027 434 4122.

20	 Club Night - Annual General Meeting. Pioneer Lounge, 7.30pm.  
All welcome. Followed by DVD 2009 Expedition to Gasherbrum 4 with 
Guy McKinnon.

29 	 Club Trip - Aicken - Blimit Traverse. Guy McKinnon is leading this 
day trip to Arthurs Pass. Give him a call on 355 9527 or email him at:  
theorus9@yahoo.com

June
5	 Veterans’ Trip: Mt Herbert from Gebbies Pass. Contact Gordon 

Habgood on 325 6233 or Robin Muirson on 357 4800 or  
027 4344122.

5-7	 Club Instruction: Intermediate Skills Course. Arthurs Pass. Cost 
$150 to members. Contact Nick Moyle, ph 03-351 2193 or  
moylen9@yahoo.com

12-13 	Club Trip - Mt Franklin. Mark Flintoft will be leading this trip over Goat 
Pass and up Good Luck Creek to tackle this Arthurs Pass peak. Will be 
two long days. Contact him on 328 8887 or at: mjflintoft@gmail.com

16	 Veterans’ Mid Winter Dinner, Hoon Hay 88. All welcome.

17	 Club Night  - Mountaineering in Tibet – Guy McKinnon. Pioneer 
Lounge, 7.30pm.

19-20 	Club Trip - Thesis/Packard Peaks. Jeremy Parker is leading this trip 
into the Black Range. Call Jeremy on 027-220-4828 or email:  
jeremy_m_parkerhotmail.com

July
3	 Veterans’ Trip: Mt Karetu-Okuku Pass. Contact Gordon Habgood 

on 325 6233 or Robin Muirson on 357 4800 or 027 4344122.

15	 Club Night - Ice Climbing – Johnny Davison. Pioneer Lounge, 
7.30pm.

17-18 Club Trip - Mt Guinevere. Steve Marcham is leading this trip up the 
Waimak to this stunning peak. Steve can be contacted on  
021 0241 1522 or at: stevemarcham@hotmail.com.

August
7	 Veterans’ Trip: Adderley Head. Contact Gordon Habgood on  

325 6233 or Robin Muirson on 357 4800 or 027 4344122.

8 	 Club Trip - Mottram Peaks/Mt Damfool. Nick Moyle is leading this 
trip up the Waimak. Good trip for beginners. Contact Nick on 351 2193 
or email: moylen9@yahoo.com

19	 Club Night - Sea Kayaking around Stewart Island –  
Mat St Martin.  Pioneer Lounge, 7.30pm.

Suggest a Trip: If you have any suggestions for a trip that you would like to see 
the club lead, call the Trip Coordinator (Mark Flintoft 328 8887) and he will be 
happy to arrange leadership and a spot on the calendar.
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Contacts — cmc.net.nz
President: Graeme Jacobs, ph 365 6563 
 email:gjarch@paradise.net.nz 
Vice President/Lectures & Socials 
Coordinator: Nick Moyle, ph 351-2193 
moylen9@yahoo.com 
Secretary: Pete Daws,  ph 329 3353, 
email: pete.karen.d@xtra.co.nz 
Treasurer: Jeremy Parker, ph 312 8863 or 
email: jeremy_m_parker@hotmail.com  
 Membership/website: Greg Ewing,  
ph 358 4346, email: greg.ewing@ist.co.nz;  
Trip Coordinator: Mark Flintoft, ph 328 8887 
 Huts: Robin Muirson, phone  357 4800 or  
027 434 4122 
Hut Access: Bill/Sherelle King, ph 942 9188;  
Owen Rees, ph 323 8988 
Trips: Mark Flintoft, ph 328-8887 or 
email: Mark.Flintoft@esr.cri.nz

Membership
Membership is open to all. Members receive the 
CMC News which gives details of Club activities 
and other news from the climbing scene, as well 
as the biannual Mountaineer. You can download 
a membership application form from our website 
or join online. Subscriptions are fixed at the CMC 
AGM in May each year. The subscription year runs 
from 1 June to 31 May. 
Current subscription rates are:

• Ordinary member - $55
• Student - $50
• Long Service (35 years+ continuous)  - $25 
• Family - $75
Once you have forwarded your membership 
application to the Club, you will receive an 
acknowledgement letter. Processing can take up to 
four weeks for mailed applications but joining online 
will take about a day or two.

Change of Address
If you change your address please be sure to let 
the Club know. Send your details to PO Box 2415, 
Christchurch.

CMC Instruction Courses
◗ 	Alpine Snow Skills: Beginner & 

Intermediate  or Advanced
◗ 	Avalanche Awareness & Backcountry  

Experience
◗	Ski Touring
◗	Alpine Rock Skills: Beginner & 

Intermediate
◗	 Instruct the Instructors 
For more info contact the Instruction 
Coordinators:  
Nick Moyle:  moylen9@yahoo.com and 
Vaughan Snowden:  snowdood@gmail.com

Veterans’ Trips
Mt Somers — 6 February
Eight of us, including three NZAC members seeking 
to experience a CMC Veterans Trip, departed from 
Church Corner on a cloudy Waitangi Day. It drizzled 
intermittently as we drove to the Sharplin Falls 
carpark at Staveley to meet Don and Graham. 
We climbed in cloud until the bushline where we 
looked over a flat white sea of cloud covering the 
plains and valleys. At the turnoff from the round  
Mt Somers circuit track Brian and Graham cried 
enough leaving eight continuing towards the top. 

Now above the cloud it was hot and the climbing 
steeper, up a shingle slide. About half way from 
the turnoff to the top we stopped for lunch where 
we were shaded by some large rocks. All drinking 
copiously to replace sweat. Then it was more 
sweating to the top of the shingle slide and then a 
ridge to the top with six of us making it. There the 

views were superb in every direction, Mts Hutt, 
Taylor, and Winterslow to the north, the Alps as far 
as Mt Cook to the west, and Mt Peel to the south. 
The cloud deck over the plains was even starting 
to break up. In the centre of the summit plateau 
is a new cairn (at least since I was last there) 
surrounded by a wooden fence and has a visitors 
book to sign.

It was a long test of the knees and toes back down 
to the carpark, with the fast pack from the top  
catching up with the others so we all arrived back 
together. Then as we took off our boots and had a 
cuppa, a wedding party arrived for photographs, 
an incongruous mix of sweaty veterans and 
immaculate wedding party.

Party: Don Reid, Graham Gough , Brian Pattrick, Robin 
Muirson, Rod Helm, Malcolm Carr, Johnathan Pascoe, 
Peter Millar, David Peddie, and Gordon Habgood 
(scribe).

Johnathan Pascoe, Rod Helm and Malcolm Carr at the summit cairn.

Torlesse Gap — 6 March
Seven of us set off from Church Corner to join 
Donald at Sheffield and Graham at the Kowai 
parking area. It was fine and no wind but we could 
see cloud swirling around some of the tops. From 
the parking area we enjoyed the gentle tramp up to 
opposite the Kowai Hut then turned up the tributary 
leading to Castle Hill Peak and Red Peak. It became a 
little narrow in places but was not difficult although 
John slipped on a greasy rock and got wet so he 
decided to go back to the hut to dry out.

We could only see the Gap occasionally when the 
clouds parted and so managed to choose the wrong 
ridge to climb up towards the Gap, athough that 
could have been resolved easily enough up higher 

as it would have been easy to cross to the correct 
ridge. We stopped for lunch on pleasant tussocky 
bump on the ridge and while there observed that 
the way the cloud was swirling around up by the 
Gap, when we could see it, it would be unpleasant 
up there and if we continued it would be dark by 
the time we got back to the cars.  So after a leisurely 
lunch we opted to return to the hut to join up with 
John and walk out. While we hadn’t achieved our 
objective all agreed it had been a good day out in 
the hills.

Party: John Chivers, Graham Gough, Donald Reid, 
Jonathan Pascoe, Ian Gardiner, Robin Muirson, Brian 
Pattrick, Malcom Carr, and Gordon Habgood (scribe)     

Enjoying a break on the Torlesse Gap veterans’ trip, March 2010.

“Tramp the Ned” in Marlborough
We are writing to let the Canterbury Mountaineering Club know about “Tramp the Ned,” 
a fundraising event that is currently being organised. On Sunday, 23 May 2010 (rain 
date 30 May 2010), Tempello will be opening up its property for people to “Tramp the 
Ned,” a fundraiser for the Fairhall School ICT Programme and the Biodiversity Project.  
As you likely know, the Ned is one of the highest peaks in the Blenheim area (at 909 
meters or 3,000 feet) and offers stunning views to the sea and of the Awatere Valley.  
The track is not normally open to the public.   The cost will be $15 adult and $10 child, or 
$30 for a family. There will be a BBQ and other food/drinks for sale after this challenging 
and rewarding tramp.  The difficulty level is moderate, with the last 200 meters being 
very difficult (but not necessary to enjoy the tramp and views).  Sturdy footwear and 
appropriate clothing are required, and it is not suitable for children under 10.

Please pass this along to your members and anyone else you think would enjoy this 
event, and let me know if you are interested in receiving additional information 
about this event.   For more details please feel free to contact us: 
Jeff and Stacey Spurlock on 03 577 7098

Mt Electra, the steep face towards us. I looked up, 
distracted by beautiful lines up the unclimbed south 
face and thought, if only I was gnarlier/ fitter it 
would be amazing to just climb up, much more fun 
than walking.  As we approach, Mt Electra appeared 
nearer. To our right we could see the Two Thumbs, 
very very beautiful. Steep, big and daunting.
But the scree was neverending. I wished there 
was snow; it would have been so much easier. I 
decided that even deep powder was better than 
scree. Scree was just painful and sharp, and it 
collects in boots and it hurts when you fall over, it 
endangers those below you ... I could list a thousand 
reasons why I hate scree. NO, I told myself, think 
good scree thoughts. Scree make steep mountains 
approachable, scree make amazing ski slopes, 
scree is better than spiky sharp thorny deep dense 
bush, and scree is probably better than wading 
through deep rivers and cold streams, scree is 
probably better than being in a complete whiteout 
with cliffs in more than one direction. Nah - I still 
hate scree!
Suddenly Athene Col appeared. Wow! And behind it 
were gorgeous views of mountains like Mt Cook, Mt 
Sefton and loads of others. Suddenly the view made 
all that scree worth it. Now decisions were being 
made to continue to the peak or descend down the 
mountain. What! I thought to myself there’s no way 
I wanted to go down then, especially not because I 
did not feel any love at all for scree and absolutely 
did not want to head down without even attempting 
the peak. Being the slowest in the group I thought 
to myself again that I should really head down and 
not compromise the team, however, looking across 
to the peak and then down again there was really 
no way I could face not even attempting the ridge. It 
looked like fun! So while Nick was belaying Andrea 
up the last steep bit to the col I rushed on along the 
ridge to catch up with Gus.
Nick shortly caught up with Gus and I and the three 
others heading down to Odyssey Basin. The ridge 
was a lot of fun, not steep, not scary, not wet, not 
windy, no rain and no lightning - it was heaps of 
fun. And just gorgeous 360 degree views of peaks 
like Mt D’Archiac. We continued on and before long 
we got the slightly steep wall. It didn’t look too bad 
but was slightly too steep for me to happily solo. We 
roped up and ascended no problem. 
Soon we got to the top. It made everything worth 
it. It was awesome, absolutely amazing! The nice 
thing was that I knew it was less frequently climbed; 
this made it all the more of an achievement. After 
few summit shots we picked out our descent and 
went for it.
Now the descent off the mountain has somehow 
merged into a big mush. 13 hours long and at the 
time it felt like 130 hours. I remember falling over a 
lot! It was hard, long and I was tired. I kept tripping 
over rocks. I hate scree with a passion. I was very 
happy though;  there’s something different from 
failing to climb a peak you set out for and doing 
the peak and being tired from climbing it. This tired 
was good tired. So 13 hours it was, along the Gorge 
Stream, up onto scree and down again. I even learnt 
how to run scree... almost.
I fell over lots, fell in the river even. Ripped my 
trousers in three separate places. Tore some skin 
off my arms, bruised my bottom. We got to the car 
at 11.30pm and Christchurch at 3.30am. I only 
managed to sleep three hours before work but 
the flipside was that I met five others who loved 
mountains, I slept under stars and I climbed a 
mountain not frequently climbed. It was a great 
weekend.
Trip Members: Stephanie Das (scribe), Andrea Logan, 
Gustavo Granato, Andrew Tromans, Steve Marcham, 
Nick Moyle


