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Pioneer Amateur Sports Club

An historical account of the origingl Club Rooms
and the CMC's link with the Fioneer Stadivm.

The Club meets regularly in a room at the Pioneer
Sports Stadium in Lyttelton Strect, Christchurch.
The toom alse houses our library and a parmanent
projecton screen. Photographs of oue founder
Gerard Carrington and Sir BEdmupd Hillary
identify the room as The Canterbury Mountain-
eering Club venue.

At the 1988 AGM questicns were asked about
our right to this facility and the following article
was supplied by A. G. Flower,

Geoff Flower joined the Club in 1931, he has
secved on the commitize and as Secretary 1935-
1940. Post war he has been Treaswrer, Auditor,
Vice-President and President 1951-1953, He was
elected a life member in 1976 He also repre-
sented the Ciub on the Arthur's Pass National
Park Board under its criginel constitution.
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In 1879, less than thirty years after the arrivel of
the first Four Shipe, 1he Pioneer Bicycle Club was
established. The name of the Club was shortly
afterwards changed to the Picacer Amateur
Sports Club. The Canterbury Amatewr Athletic
Club was founded in the s:ame vear and in 1889
these two clubs were amalgamated.

In 1904 8 large gathering representing all
branches of sport attended the opening of the new
rwo storey club house al the corper of Oxford
Terrace and Gloucester Sireet.

About 1518 a motorcycle section was formed
and the name changsd to the Pioneer Amateur
Motor and Sports Club. In 1919 the Pioneer Sports
Club Ltd was formed as a holding company 1o
control the premises, older membwers being share-
holders. The instigator of this scheme was Mr
Charles 8. Thomas, 2 well knpwn barrister and
amatenr athletic administrator at that time,

In 1933 the Clubk Rooms were badly damaged
by fire and., after extensive renovation, the Rooms
were reopencd in late 1933,

In 1935 an approach by Ploneer Execulives
was made to Russel Hervey, who was secretary of
aur Club, for the CMC to be granted full membet-
ship usage rights. Russell carried the day, he
remembers ‘“There were some doubting Thomas's
that it would be to our advantage, indeed, as it
proved to be’
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Previously Club meetings had been held in e
lecture rooms upstairs in the old Public Library &
Cambridge Terrace or in members private homes
The Banks Peninsula Cruising Club, Cantetbun
Amateur Athletic Clob and the Pionoer Mokr
Club all had usage rights and thirteen ather clubs,
mostly with their own club moms elsewhere, wer
affilisted. The Pioneer Club was one of the kad
ing sports organisations in New Zealand with i
rooms as headquarters for the majority of smatew
sporting bodies in Christchurch,

The building, owned by the Pioneer Sports Chb
Ltd, could provide accommodation for thoee huy
dred and Afty people in all. The rooms comptising
e main lounge, targe billisrd room, card room, i
commifes rpom, office, another spacious oo
for club meetings and IGtchen, all on the first foor.
On the ground floor were several shops and office
which were leased out. The club rooms wen
central and comfortable and available six davia
wiek, You could always be sure fo find a OMC
member there at lunch time and it was & regular
meeting place on Friday evenings. As Evan Wil
opce said ‘Ours ig the one club which does sy
need playing grounds, but we do peed a mestiog
place.’

Many a happy hour has been spent at th

Pioncer and many a thtilling lecture or Angual
Meeting attended. The author well remembers oie
Friday evening in September 1939, when fhe
Mazis had invaded Polaixl, end the Star newm
paper poster had the word “WAR" on it. How
that event changed ovr lives, but the Club asd
Pioneer Rooms were still functioning in 1945,
The Club’s library, which previously comprisel
a few books held by Jack Mitchell in Stewan
Dawsons” strongroom, was established in 1937 and
wag a popular inslitution ameng members.
From 1939 until 1948 when he became Vice
President of the Pioneer Sports Club, Counciller
W. I. (Bill} Cowles was & good friend of ou
Club., He was chairman of the City Council Parks
and Reserves Department and Pioneer Presidenl
from 1950. Who of those years can forget the
‘Sportsmans Welcomes™ he organised for visiting
and returning teams. Cricket, Rugby, Surf Life
Saving S5ki Team, the 1952 Australian Hockey
Team and a special one for us, Ed Cotter and
Farl Riddiford on their retumn from the Hima-

laya. These were samples of interesting meetings
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rooiz, a comrmittee room, offices, another saacs Sﬂﬁmmaﬂmth

card

lounge, large billiard room,

b which all Club members were invited. The
Cowles Stadium is named afier Bill Cowles,

When membership of the ‘Pioneer’ declined
slter the war the secretary, George Towart, made
nliant efforts to keep interest in it alive. Friday
mghl was a social one and many a CMC mambet
ipok & tumn at running the bar and George also
intituted & slot car razang and other adractions.
li was the prosperous 1950°s which really caused
the demise of the Club. Practically all the affili-
sl organisations scquited their own premises,
aod by the carly sixties only cight of the previ-
vwsly twenty-two affiliated bodies were using the
Pioneer facilities.

About 1964 the Club was dishanded on & mem-
benhip basis and the Company leased the buikd-
g commercially. In 1968 it became apparent
tut with reduced membership parking and other
Imer ciry problems, the building had becom:
meconomtic to run. Moving to another site was
wonsidered. Early the next year an Extraordinary
General Meeting was beld and 22 members
voeed against 6 for the motion to lease or sell the
tuilding. The Directors persisted with their ection
in leasing, so the CMC, through its selicitor,
Brian Barrer, and supported by Geolf Harrow
ad Deryck Morse sought an injunction before
Mr Justice McArthur, Paul Mortlock appearing
for the Picnear Trostees,

In 1974 the Christchurch City Council degig-
mied the property along with some adjacent
fonlages as a site for the new Public Library. The
Fioncer Sports Club Lid went into voluntary
liguidation in June 1976 and handed its aseets to
s pewly formed body, the Picnser Sportzs Club
Charitable Trust.

In 1977 the chairman of the Board of Trustees
sanounced that assets of about $230,000 were o
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followed up vigorowsly by tho Trustees of

On 14th November, 1977 the Mayor and Coun-
cillors held a reception in the Town Hall for all
those associated with the Pioneer Club, to mark
the gift of that Chib's assetx to the Gityl The
recepticm was well avended and CMC members
were in the majority. A plaque in the new library
records that the Pioneer Club was established in
1819, occupied the site from 1904 10 1969 and
made 5 public gift of azsets 1o the City Council.

The 1904 balance sheet revealed that the asseds
of the Pioncer Club were £506. Compare thian with
the amount handed to the City in 1977,

It was sad that the central and comforimble
Pioneer Club rooms bad by force of circumstances

_to be relinquisbed, but the magnificent Ploneer

Sports Stadium in Lyttehon Street undoubtediy
benefits more young people with its facilities for
indoor sport than the ofd building ever could.

— GEOFF FLOWER
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The Mayor, Mr Hamish G. Hay and Councillors
wish ¥ [nvite

Mrargd s B.C P 00
B the
Official Owen

of the Plonser Sports Stadium, Lytielion Stwel
by the
Hen. Allan Highet, Minister ol Recreation and Sport

on Saturday, 28th October, 1978 ot 10.15 am. 51




The Pioneer Amatenr Sports Club on the comer of Ohdord Terrace and Gloucester Street. The rooms, all on the first Aoor, comprised a main

lyunge, large billiord room, eard room, a committee room, offices, another spacious room for club meetings and a kitchen - Joku Witran cofteciion




